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opposition
Are taking steps to
dissolve Oneida
Seven Generations

By Scott Cooper Williams
Press-Gazette Media

The company known as Onei-
da Seven Generations Corp. has
endured heated public protests,
adverse court rulings and insur-
mountable government obsta-
clesin its quest to build a waste-
to-energy gasification plant in

Bay area.
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percussions

Lakes stakeholders, in-
cluding marinas and wa-
terfront restaurants.

While water levels are

largely a function of
Mother Nature, the im-
ct of low levels would
less severe if the feder-
al government was more
aggressive about dredg-
ing, some Great Lakes
stakeholders say.

“We can't control
Mother Nature, but what
we can control is the
dred issue,” said Glen
Nekvasil, vice president
of the Cleveland-based
Lake Carriers’ Associa-
tion. “We have more than
18 million cubic yards of
sediment clogging our
water system.”

Nekvasil said the
Corps of Engineers needs
$200 million to clean up
the lakes, while the Har-
bor Maintenance Trust
Fund has a surplus of $7
billion. He said Congress
ugproves enl{l about half
of what is collected each
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“As a result, our ships
are substantially los!
cargo capacity,” Nekvas

id. “In January, one ship
delivering iron ore to In-
diana had to relinquish 18
percent of its cargo.”

Commercial shipping
along the Great
support 128,000 jobs in
Great Lakes states, Nek-
vasil said.

“You can't make steel
without iron ore,” Nekva-
sil said. “When we leave
cargo at the dock, it's not
Jjust the vessel operator’s
revenues that's being cut.
This has a number of mul-
tiplier effects.”

Chuck May of the
Great Lakes Small Har-
bors Coalition d that
low water levels under-
score the dredging issues
on the Great Lakes. He
said his group represent-
ing 112 small harbors built
and maintained by the
federal government has

been trying to call atten-
tion to what some consid-
er a crisis.

“We're working hard to
raise the crowd noise so
ﬂeo le know how bad it

o said, “Harbor af-
ter r is in danger of
closing. Short of Mother
Nature giving us more
precipitation, dredging is
the answer to keep these
open.”

Dave Wright, chief of
operations in the Corps
Detroit office, said dredg-
ing efforts have been
hampered by budget con-
straints. He said 36 of 60
commercial harbors need
dredging, as well as 46 of
80 shallow draft harbors.
Harbors in Waukegan, I11.,
and St. Joseph, Mich., are
closed to commercial
navigation because of low
water levels.

In Michigan, Gov. Rick
Snyder recently signed
legislation to provide $21
million in emergency
funding for 49 dredging
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projects in the state.

In W on, law-
makers uced two
bills in the previous Con-

r Maintenance Trust
Fund to spend as much as
it collects a year. The fund
takes in about $1.6 billion
annually in federal taxes
but spends just $800 mil-
lion, acco to the Car-
riers’ Association.

Meanwhile, the Nation-
al Weather Service’s
spring (rrecipiution out-

higher snow lev-
els than in 2012 could lead
to an above-average sea-
sonal rise for the Great
Lakes.

But for the long haul,
“conditions needed for
the lakes to make gains
with respect to their long
term averages include
heavy precipitation over
multiple months, abun-
dant runoff and reduced
evaporation,” the Corps of
Engineers said.

The Lake Carriers’ Ne-
vaksil was not encour-
aged by the latest forecast
and not satisfied by the
Corps of Engineers em-
phasis on weather pat-
terns. He said stakehold-
ers have to keep the pres-
sure on the federal gov-
ernment to do more
dredging to address the
issue over the long term.

“It's going to take more
than a couple snowy win-
ters and rainy summers to
ge;dthe lakes back,” he
said.

~—Larry Bivins at Ibivins@
pressgazettemedia.com.
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President Kevin Corne-
lius and other company
officials declined to com-

ment.

Createcil.in mg,y&
company is owned
Onemntrlbe but it oper-

ates ‘indepen-
dently, with its own board
of directors.

The company has been

rejected in Ashwaubenon
and Green Bay in seeking

a site to build its ica- -

tion plant, which would
. Nc;x’m tures in a
at al
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ap-
the concept as clean
alternative energy, but

ON THE AGENDA

Another petition for the
General Tribal Council calls
for setting at $1,500 — up
from $1,200 — the revenue
sharing that each tribal mem-
ber receives annually from
casino proceeds.

m&enittomin-
that would
threaten environmental

e.

The company filed suit
against Green Bay after a
conditional-use  permit
for the development was
rescinded, but a judge
ruled in the city’s favor.

Just weeks after the
court Oneida Sev-

;nxﬁvd from tr: oﬂci:f;

to locate a modified gas-

ification plant at the for-
mer Tower Foods site,
N7329 Water Circle Place,
in the Outagamie County
town of Oneida, near the
Brown County line. The
tribal Oneida Land Com-
mission approved the de-
vele?ment, but opponents
filed their petition aiming
to put the matter to a pub-
lic vote.

All Oneida tribe mem-
:ga 2land coi;d:r ak:]'e eGllf!

to participate in a Gen-
eral Tribal Council.

Dodge voiced confi-
dence that a majority
would support her effort
to block the gasification
development. 4

She said her petition
wla::n petition of the peo-
ple.

Metivier, meanwhile,
called the General Tribal

Council the first attempt
ever to hold Oneida Seven
Generations accountable
for what she described as
poor business decisions.
She predicted an active
campaign and said the
gasification project must
be stopped before any fur-
ther consideration of dis-
solving the company.

“We have to go step by
step,” she said.

— swilliai
media.com and follow him on
Twitter @pgscottwilliams.
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