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Grass-roots group got
Green Bay to pull plug
on gasification plant

By Scott Cooper Williams
Press-Gazette Media
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jawa decided to get in-

volved.

“I didn’t intend to have
toxic ash blowing over my
house,” he said.

Within a couple of
months, Incinerator Free
Brown County had rallied
Ashwaubenon residents
and elected officials to op-
pose the development.
Oneida Seven Genera-
tions, however, quickly
turned its attention to an-
other site about five miles
away in Green Bay.

The Toots group
faced a decision about
whether to cross munici-
pal boundaries and con-
tinue the fight in another
city. Members decided
that the proposed gasifi-
cation plant was large
enough to threaten Ash-
waubenon and Hobart

oppose the

“We felt that if it wasn't
right for us, it wasn't right
:g‘i-d anybody,” Chaudoir

The group was stunned
when the Green Bay City
Council approved the pro-
ject just a few weeks lat-
er. On March 1, 2011, al-
dermen voted to grant the
development company a
permit to build its facility
at 1230 Hurlbut St., on the
city’s west side.

Feeling that the matter
was rushed through with-
out due consideration, In-
cinerator Free Brown
County set out to prove
that Green Bay had made
a mistake. Not entirely

writing and in person, and
slowly turned up the pres-
sure on Green Bay city of-
ficials to reconsider issu-
ing the permit.

Paper trail

Citywide elections in
April 2012 also brought
seven new faces to the 12-
member Green Bay City

including some
who were openly skepti-
cal of the trash-recycling
gasification develop-
ment.

From the piles of pub-
lic records, Filcher and
his fellow activists deter-
mined that Oneida Seven
Generations had misrep-
resented its proposal by
concealing the potential
environmental harm. Key
evidence turned up in rec-
ords showing that the
plant would include 60-
foot-tall  smokestacks.
Not only had company of-
ficials publicly stated
there would be no heavy
industrial smokestacks,
60 feet was nearly double
Green Bay’s height limi-

tation.

“The documents don’t
lie,” Filcher said. “And
they tell quite a story.”

The development com-
pany adjusted its plans to
comply with Green Bay
l‘;‘e‘: But the damage had

n done.

City officials reopened
the permit process and
3 ’hunﬂ”ﬁr testi-
o Grmiin Soves Gensre:
tions had secured approv-
al for its development un-
der false pretenses.

Although the city’s Plan
Commission recommend-
ed leaving the permit in
place, the City Council
voted by a 7-5 margin to
revoke the permit and kill
the project.

Incinerator Free
Brown County members
gathered that night to cel-
ebrate what they realized
was an extraordinary ac-
complishment. As Filcher
said: “It’s really hard to
get the Titanic to change
course.”

The group has pub-
lished a six-page activist
manifesto called “The In-

sure how to

that, the group began por-
g of B ang oher

es of pl and other
documents that Oneida
Seven Generations had
filed with the city, as well
as state and federal regu-
latory agencies.

Meeting about once a
week, the organization’s
core group numbered no
more than a dozen people,
although they got help
from outside groups like
the Clean Water Action
Council of Northeast Wis-

o tion in Green Bay.
€ opponents %
ed outside " reguiaton

Guide.” It provides tips on
organizing people, raising
funds, promoting public
awareness and decipher-
ing rhetoric.

Amid signs that Oneida
Seven Generations is try-
ing to find another new
home for its project, In-
cinerator Free Brown
County has reached out to
residents in those areas to
offer encouragement and
help

“You can't be intimi-
dated,” Kujawa said. “You
have to follow your con-

t and you have to
believe in yourself.”

itory
testified

against the project in

gazette.com and follow him on
Twitter @pgscottwilliams
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