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Honorable William C. Greisbach
United Sta tes Cour thouse Room 203
125 South  J efferson  St reet
Green  Bay, Wisconsin  54301-4541

RE: United Sta tes of Amer ica  v. Ronald H.'Van  Den Heuvei
Case No: 17-CR-160

Dear  J udge Greisbach ,

i, Rona ld H. Van Den HeuveS, am wr it ing to respect fu lly ask for  your  considera t ion  to re-evaEuate
the possibility of my ear ly release to home confinement  based on  the following;

On May 18, 2020, a  Response to Defendant 's Mot ion  for  Compassiona te Release was filed by
Assistan t  United Sta tes At torney, Adam Ptashkin .. !n . tha t . mot ion , under  "in t roduct ion ," it  is
sta ted tha t  a t  the t ime of the filing, there were no repor ted cases of the Covid-19 virus a t  FPC
Duluth , I, the Defendant  refers the cour t  to United Sta tes vs. Amarrah , wherein  J udge Levy
acknowiedges tha^ 'zero^ qnfirmed CO^
cases." Id. a t  4584. J udge Levy cont inues by discussing the BOP's recent  t est ing surge, which
revea led tha t  70% of inmates tested in  federa l pr isons had Coronavirus. See Pomante, 2020
WL 2513095, a t  *6 (discussing Amarrah). In  fact , the BOP acknowledged tha t  it  expects the
number  of confirmed cases to r ise as test ing increases.) see the The Wall St reet  J ourna l (Apr .
30, 2020), h t tps://wvtW.wsj.com/ar t icles/more-than-70-of-inmates-tesfed-in-federa iDr isons-have-
coronavirus-11588252023. The defendant  a lso h ighligh ts the BOP's recent  decision  to release
Paul Manafor t , President  Trump's former  campaign  cha irman, even  though he was in  a  facility
without  any repor ted COViD-19 cases. in  other  words, even  the BOP recognizes the r isks
associa ted with  COViD-19 in  it s facilit ies where there a re no posit ive cases, as represen ted by
it s decision  to release Mr . Manafor t  who had not  yet  served even  ha lf of h is seven-year
sen tence. (Id.). See United Sta tes vs. Gurman, Ex-Trump Campaign  Chairman Paul Manafor t
Released From Pr ison  to Home Confinement , The Wal! St reet  J ourna l (May 14, 2020), h t tps;//
www.wsj.com/ar t icles/ex-t rump-campaign-cha irman-paul-manafor t -released-to-home-
confinement -11589375414 ("Mr . Manafor t 's release comes amid broader  confusion  over  how
pr ison  officia ls a re select ing inmates for  home confinement . Pr ison  officia ls have sa id they a re
giving pr ior ity to those who have served a t  least  ha lf of their  sen tences, or  who have 18 months
or  less ieft  and have sen /ed 25% of their  t erms. Mr . Manafor t , who had served only about  two
years of h is sen tence and was set  to be released on  Nov. 3, 2024, hadn 't  met  either  cr iter ia .").
While th is Defendant  agrees with  the Government  tha t , 'a t  the t ime there were no known cases
a t  FPC Dulu th ', th is situa t ion  has since changed. There a re cur ren t ly 4 confirmed cases a t  FPC
Dututh  (see the BOP upda ted COVfD-19 repor t  da ted J u ly 8, 2020 as well as the repor t  da ted
J u iy12, 2020 tha t  reflect s a  3 day increase in  cionfirmed cases by 684).
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In  my request  for  a  compassiona te release, and as fur ther  confirmed in  At torney P tashkin 's
mot ion , the Government  does not  dispute tha t  I have Type 1 Autoimmune Diabetes. According
to the Wor ld Hea lth  Organiza t ion , the popuia t ions most  a t  r isk of suffer ing severe hea lth  r isks
from COVID-19 a re "older  people, and those with  under lying medica l problems like
cardiovascula r  disease [and] cancer ." See United Sta tes v. Saad, No. 16-20197, 2020 WL
2251808, a t  *6 (E .D. Mich . May 5, 2020; (discussing Coronavirus, Wor ld Hea lth  Organiza t ion
(Apr . 27, 2020), h t tps://w\ v\ v.who.in t /hea!th-topjcs/coronayjrus#tab=tab_1). The CDC has stood
firm in  their  assessment  tha t , 'persons over  the age of 65 and individua ls of any age who have
ser ious under iying medica l condit ions', including Diabetes and Autoimmune disease a re a t
grea ter  r isk. See People Who Are a t  Higher  Risk for  Severe Illness, Centers for  Disease
Cont rol and Prevent ion  (May 20, 2020), h t tps://wv»AA/.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-ext ra ;
precaut ions/people-a t -h igher -r isk.h tml. This defendant  is among those persons most  a t  r isk to
not  just  cont ract  the virus, or  to act  as a  ca r r ier , bu t  to die from the virus. Data  released by the
CDC indica tes tha t  approximately 80% of dea ths from COViD-19 in  the United Sta tes occur  in
individua ls age 65 or  older  and tha t  the fa ta lity ra te for  individua ls aged 65 to 84 could be as
h igh  as 11 percent . Severe Outcomes Among Pa t ien ts with  Coronavin js Disease 2019
fCOVJ D-19) - United Sta tes. February 12 - March  16, 2020. Centers for  Disease Cont rol and
Prevent ion_UViar ,_26, 2020), h t tps://www.cdc.gov/mmviT/volumes/69/wr /mm6912e2.h tm. The
CDC recognizes tha t  as a  Diabet ic, my immune system does not  work weil, which  makes it
harder  for  th is defendant 's body to figh t  viruses. Given  th is, and the presence of 4 confirmed
cases of COViD-19 a t  FPC Dufuth , I am feft  to wonder  what  chance I stand if! were to cont ract
the poten t ia lly deadly Covid-19. (P lease see the a t tached cor respondence from the Amer ican
Diabetes Associa t ion).

In  page 10, paragraph  1 of At torney P tashkin 's Response to Defendant 's Mot ion  for
Compassiona te Reiease, he expla ins tha t  if an  inmate has a  chronic medica l condit ion  tha t  has
been  ident ified by the CDC as eleva t ing the inmate's r isk of becoming ser iously ill from
Covid-19, tha t  condit ion  may sa t isfy the standard of "ext raordinary and compelling reasons." He
defines a  chronic condit ion  where an  inmate is not  expected to recover  "reasonably" may be
found to be ser ious ABSENT the r isk of Covid-19. FPC Dulu th  cur ren t ly has four  cases, and
At tbmey PtasTiRn 'cohffrmsthafone of the qua lifying medica l condit ions eleva t ing the r isk dur ing
the pandemic is diabetes AND being over  65. i meet  tha t  cr iter ia . Your  honor , ! understand tha t
sever ity of my conduct  so sta ted by the government  remains unchanged. What  has changed,
however , is the environment  where i am serving my sen tence. When the Cour t  sen tenced me, I
do not  beiieve tha t  it  was the in ten t  of the Cour t  for  tha t  sen tence to "include incur r ing a  grea t
and unforeseen  r isk of severe illness or  dea th" brought  on  by a  globa l pandemic. See
Rodhguez, 2020 WL 1627331, a t  *12. I believe tha t ! have demonst ra ted ext raordinary and
compelling reasons to just ify a  modifica t ion  of my term of impr isonment . See United Sta tes v.
Campagna , No. 16 Cr . 78-01, 2020 WL 1489829, a t  *3 (S.D.N.Y. Mar . 27, 2020) approving
compassiona te release for  defendant  where h is "compromised immune system, taken  in  concer t
with  the COViD-19 pubiic hea lth  cr isis, const itu tes an  ext raordinary and compelling reason  to
modify [d]efendant 's sen tence on  the grounds tha t  he is suffer ing from a  ser ious medica l
condjt ion  thaf substan t ia t iy dimin ishes h is ability to provide self-care").

En  Eight  of my in terpreta t ion  of the law wr it ten  in  the a forement ioned mot ion , a long with  my
novice in terpreta t ions of the ( F ir st  Step Act , 18 U.S.C. § 3582(c)(1)(A) et ., a l and the expansion
of § 3582(c)(1)(A) relief under  the F ir st  Step Act . See, e.g., United Sta tes v. Daugerdas, F .
Supp. 3d, No. 09-CR-581, 2020 WL 2097653, a t  *2 (S.D.N.Y. FVEay 1, 2020), 18 U.S.C. § 3583(e)
(2), 28 U.S.C. § 994(t ), I humbly request  tha t  fur ther  considera t ion  be given  to my Mot ion  for
Compassiona te Release or  the Commut ing of my sen tence to home confinement , due to the
grave na ture of my declin ing hea lth  and the fact  tha t  we a re in  a  globa l pandemic. I am seeking
to ser>/e the remainder  of my custody sen tence in  home confinement  under  the provision  set
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for th  in  the CARES Act . Your  Honor , I am not  a  th rea t  or  danger  to society or  to anyone in  my
community. I community tha t  I have lived in  and loved my en t ire life and to which  I have
enormous t ies. If I am gran ted home confinement , I assure you  tha t  I will serve the remainder
of my sen tence in  fu ll compliance with  each  and every gu ideline imposed by the cour t  without
quest ion .

Respect fu lly,

Ronald Henry Van Den Heuvet

ec: (Regular  Mail, with  a t tachments)
Mat thew D. Krueger , Esq.
Adam Ptashkin , Esq.
Rober t  G. LeBet l: Esq.
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