
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT / I ...^  . . '"; I
/ / MAR 27 9non / /

EASTERN DISTRICT^ OF WISCONSIN |  I • •  ~ •  t .U^ .U j j

GREEN BAY DIVISION . I .,;;.,. :li-^ '> ! I

)
United Sta tes of Amer ica  )

P la in t iff, )

)
)

vs. ) Case No. 17-CR-160

)
)
)

Ronald Van Den Heuvel, )

Defendent  )

)
EMERGENCY MOTION FOR COMPASSIONATE RELEASE FOR EXTRAORDINARY

AND COMPELLING REASONS. INCLUDING A PKESIDENTAL NATIONAL

EMERGENCY DECLARATION.

NOW COMES, Defendant , Rondal Van Den Heuvel pro Se to request

considera t ion  for  immedia te compassiona te release due to the

Nat iona l Coronavirus ou tbreak crea t ing a  pandemic and "Ext ra  Ordinary

anddcompelling reason  for  release - 18 USC (c)(1)(A)(i). "

HISTORY

1) Defendant  Ronald Van Den Heuvel is~66 years old with  a  well documented

history of chronic and deter iora t ing hea lth  issues is applying for

compassiona te release as he suffers from a  very ser ious au to immune

desease tha t  leaves h is immunity non  existan t . If he were to cont ract

the cornoravirus it  would cer ta in ly mean  a  dea th  sen tence for  h im.

2) Mr  Van Deu Heuvel would be scheduled for  release to home confinment ,

consider ing food t ime, cm 1/3/2022.
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3) Mr . Van  Den Heuvel suffers from a  ser ious hea lth  condit ion  tha t ,

even  according to pr ison  offica ls, can  not  be"':f:rea ted • in  the pr ison

system. (EX: See a t tached medica l records)

PRESIDENTIAL NATIONAL EMERGENCY DECLARATION

4) The President  of the United Sta tes has issued a  Nat iona l Emergency

acknowledging the governments inability to cont rol an  act ive coronavirus

outbreak. This Pandemic has blanke-Ced the en t ire wor ld crea t ing an

ext ra  ordinary and compelling reason" (18 use 3582(e)(1)(A) (i) for

release.

5) The coronavirus pandemic has upended the day-to-day opera t ion  of

the cr imina l just ice system. J ury- -t r ia lS-and other  hear ings have been

suspended. Cour thouses have either  been  rest r icted from the public

or  completely shut  down. The Sta te of Minnesota  has ordered closure

of resturan ts, bars and schools as close contact  is prohibited and

ga ther ings of no more than  ten  (people) has been  ordered by Governor

Tim Walz.

6) Pr ison , like ccuse sh ips and nursing homes put  people a t  a  heightened

r isk of contact ing and rapidly t ransmit t ing the coronavirus (EX C—

Washington  post ). Lower ing the popula t ion  of pr isons and ja ils is the

simplest  and most  effect ive way to disrupt  the t ransmission  of covid-

19 .(EX D Mpls Sta r  t r ibune). A virus tha t  has been  overwhelmingly

a t tacking elder ly with  exist ing and compromised hea lth  condit ions.

7) To da te more than  n ine count r ies have released tens of thousands

of non-violeh t  pr isoners. The count ry of Iran  released more than  50,000

pr isoners as the virus swept  the count ry (EX D) and ja ils in  var ious

sta tes have sta r ted releasing non  violen t  offenders.

8) As sta ted by cor rect ions Commissioner  Paul Schnell: "These pr isons

are pet r i dishes because they a re a  conta ined environment  . In  act ion

will cer ta in ly change inmates imposed sen tences to tha t  of t ermina l.

Case 1:17-cr-00160-WCG   Filed 03/27/20   Page 2 of 5   Document 156



9) CONCLUSION

Mr. Van Den Heuvel,:a  non  violen t  F ir st  t ime offender , BOP scored

not  a  r isk to the public, remains housed and da ily exposed in  close contact

to more than  600 individua ls. Mr . Van  Den Heuvel age, hea lth  and

environment  assure h im tha t  he is most  a t  r isk If left  a t  h is cur ren t

environment .

10) PRAYER OF RELIEF

Mr. VanDen Heuvel request  immedia te release to home confinment  to join

h is wife and family. ''' '

CERTIFICATION

I cer t ify pursuant  to 28 USC§1746 tha t  the foregoing is t rue and cor rect

to the best  of my knowledge and belief.

3-
^ -S(- ^ oi0
3/21/20^

Ronald VarDDen Heuvel

W r ,^  i ^ ^  ^  ;^ ^ ^  ^  ^ s'^
/?n / Two ^ /^  ^ r /^ -&^ ^ ^ /^ '

^ /^  /-/^  ^ m.^ ^ ^  ^
^ e ^ :^ ^ ^ ^ i^ /s ^

^ //4 ^ -^

^  ^ ^

/2^ cJ ).

^  ^ ^ s^  ^  ^ /^ ^ //^€^ ,
"J .^ ^  A/^  ^ '^  - ^  Aj^
^ //,'s ft  ^  ^ ^ /^ ^ ^  ^  ft  ^ ^ :/'\
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Dr, Rice,

Thank you  and your  sta ff for  the cont inued care given  to Ronald Van Den

Heuvel. I would like to discuss with  you  a  request  for  compassiona te

release to self quaran t ined Home Confinement . As per  the fir st  step act

of 2018. I am 66 years old with  La te onset  au to immune type I diabetes.

Officia lly ca lled La ten t  Autoimmune diabetes of Adulthood . Even  with

diet  and exercise I can  never  get  off insu lins. The au to immune par t

makes hea ling ext reamily difficu lt  as your  sta ff knows. It  has spread

to four  in fect ions and pa in  in  my lower  jaw and has resu lted in  the loss

of four  teeth . I have a lso lost  hear ing and had my left  big toe amputa ted.

I would never  sur ive Corona  19.

My only cure is the insu lin  pump with  fu ll t ime test ing. Tha t  requires

10 doses small 8 ml ra ther  than  2 of the 40 ml which  is now being given .

I am a  care level 3 in  a  ca re level 2 facility. Compassiona te release so

I can  be pu t  back on  the pump and pen  is my only care remidy. The constan t

dysfuct ion  of my insu lin  Beta  cells of my pancrease and the immune systems

role in  a t tacking those cells can  cause poten t ia lly deadly complica t ions

and constan t  pa in . At  quaran t ine home confinement  cell theraphy is

ava ilable and works on  me.

The DOJ  and BOP promised me and my breast  cancer  recover ing wife with

two minor  ch ildren  tha t  in  the BOP the same level of ca re would be

administered. After  over  two years we now know th is was not  a  cor rect

sta tement . I took the plea  offer  based on  tha t  promise.

I am a  66 year  old fir st  t ime non-violen t  offender  who does not  deserve

th is type of inadequa te medica l ca re! I understand tha t  you  and your

sta ff have done everyth ing possible. The faca lit ies ava iable to me a t

your  inst itu t ion  a re just  not  adqua te to protect  me from fur ther  detera t ion

of my hea lth . The only way I will be sa fe from the virus and from

fur ther  detera t ion  of my hea lth  is for  me to get  compassiona te release

to home confinement . In  addit ion  as you  know an  infect ion  has pu t  me

in  a  wheel cha ir  for  12 weeks. Infect ions can  be bet ter  managed dur ing

home quaran t ine and confinement .

Thank ^ -»ou

Ronald Van Den Heuvel
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby cer t ify I served a  t rue and cor rect  copy of th is pleading en t it led:

"EMERGENCY MOTION FOR COMPASSIONATE RELEASE FOR EXTRAORDINARY AND

COMPELLING REASONS, Including a  presidenta l na t ion  EMERGENCY DECLARATION"

upon the below-named par t ies by placing the same in  the ou tgoing IT. S.

Mail, with  proper  postage a ffixed thereto, a t  the Dulu th  Federa l Pr ison

Camp, PO BOX 1000, Dulu th  MN 55814, on  the twenty fir st  day of March

2020, in  reliance upon the mailbox ru le as cited in  Hovstou  v Lack

(2379 91988), for  filing with  the cour t .

To Clerk of the cour t

Brown County Circu it  Cour t

125 S J efferson  ST STE 102

Green  Bay, WI' 5430,1

Ronald Van Den Heuvel

15653-089

Federa l Pr ison  Camp

PO BOX 1000

Dulu th  MN 55814
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Bureau?;of Pr isons
Health  Services

Medica l Duty Sta tus
Reg #: 15653-089 % Inmate Name: VANDEN HEUVEL, RONALD H

HpijsiiT[g| Sta tus^ l%^ ^ :^ .^ :J ^ ^ ^ ,-^
confined to. the living quar ters'iiexc6pt  _meals pill line t rea tments •  Exp. Date:____^ __f;

on  complete bed rest : • ^ ;A.:;^ ba throom pr ivileges on ly Exp. Date: ,,.?'%• •  %/"

X_ cell: cell on  fir sffloo):, '__singie cell _X_lower  bunk _a irborne in fect ion  isola t ion  Exp. Date: . '?'p4/2'4y2020
>^  .-^

X other : can  wear  own ' purchased tennis shoes (includes old pa ir  of diabet ic soft  shoe) Exp. Date;:;, • i'01/-13/2021
A™i

IPHysjja liij^ ita t iCT/i^ stnct i^ :?i^ ^ ^
a ll spor t s :;': J Exp^ Date:

welglpt liffing: _upper  body _lower  body ^ EX^ Date:

__,cardie>vascula r  exercise: _running jogging _walking _softba ll ,:-, %'sExp, Date:

footba ll basketbaH handball _sta t ionary eqyipment

other : . . :., Exp. Date:

Mayihave;.th^ oil9wlr^ :^ qiu ipmen^ jh ,ih is^ :h :er

Equipment  Sta r t sDate^ r  End Date Return  Date
Shower  Protect ion  Bag, Leg . 02/03| 2@20 03/31/2020

':.>,. '*h

Wheelcha ir  D-1709'/2020 02/06/2020

Hear ing Aid-L -i, r ll2/23/2019

Hear ing Aid-R . "';:^ - 12/23/2019

Alterna te Inst itu t iona l Shoes :: 12/13/2019 01/13/2020
Diabet ic composite Toe Shoes <• ' • ;.^  . .;

Glucose Meter  .^ /.:,'"• ^ ' 08/26/2019 ^ ,J

Ser ia l # EL241180 issued 9/3/19 <A 1;'^ - .^  %.'%.

Cleared for  Food Service: .No, :,.., ,,;^ , A

Rest r ict ion  '?. ;}\ ';• • ' •  _ Expira t ion 'Date!?

Medica l Convalescence...-'^ ,'1 ' 02/18/2020^

Comments: ca re level 3- toe amputa t ion  . '| upls>'

Peterson , Ashley FNP-BC . 0210412020^ :y
Hea lth  Services Sta ff . Da t^ "^

Inmate Nomei VANDEN HEUVEL, RONALD H Reg #: 15653-089 Quar t9i^ :;^ ,062
^ ^ '1" 'r ;

ALL EXPIRATION DATES ARE AT 24:00 :6;>

^ °%. ^
^ T ^  "v-^ '*-^

<^  ^ 'f
.A":-iAt^ ' .^ ;
:i^  "ii,h> ^ r -

'''\

Genera ted 02/04/2020 07:55 by Peterson , Ashley FNP-BC Bureau  of Pr isons - DTH Page 1 of 1
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•  ^
"f

^ ^ ^
"~^ 'is:?'

Bureaylcr f Pr isons
sa lth  Services

^ .^

J VIeciica l Duty Sta tus
Reg #: 15653-089 ^  orna te Name: VANDEN HEUVEL, RONALD H

confined to the living qua^ grs'^ ffept  _meals _pill line _t rea tments Exp. Date:

on  complete bed rest : '$| 5a :S| jAathroom pr ivileges on ly Exp. Date:. <fsife, %
^X cell: cell on  fir syfl6% 'v> single cell X lower  bunk a irborne in fect ion  isola t ion  Exp. Date: ^ S4*l(2ite?)20

other : - ,4 %^ s:y __ _.,__Exp. Date^ . X W

all spQFts ^
-1§,^ —]g^ '

EsxpSDa^ :
y^ tea '%

weigt ft lift jr icj: _upper  body _lower  body ^ • ^ E&pOate:

_^ j3ardioVascula r  exercise: _running _jogging _yva lking _softba ll ^  '5i&;.Exp. Date:

footba ll basketba ll handba ll sta t ionary eqTuiRi'r ft^ tpt

,^ ",A. "SW other :

^ ;^ ,y- Ma 'yjl| ia^ e| t tT| J f6jjio;^ itTg| | ^ L^
Equipment  "

Alterna te Inst itu t iona l Shoes

.diabet ic soft  shoes

'^ !'v^ ^ m^ &S^ i\ ~K'J ^ .?^ ^ ~J '--^ ^ ~l'f^ i^ -t i5:^ i'i'.'- iv':!'Tlt^ f"i-''irS:'f'''k ''^ .;'y"r :i u  "• '',';'•

^ j;^ ^ WK;iearea 'fdrPbod'5eTvicer"''l'Nul''~'1 ~ ——-1-;——-

Rest r ict ion

No Work Requir ing Safety Shoes <..;;.,

Comments: ca re level 3 ^ /ff' ,:^
^€,^  t

Rice, BQnia in in 'lVII
Hea lth  Services Sta ff %. ""a li1^

i^ OSSg

" 'VS!i:,i
'V^ s

"$

iF
L£D-

^ ?"

-ft ix ""%>
Inmate Name: .VANDEN.'HEOMEti, RONALD H

^  ^ "'y .^

ALL EXPIRATION DAT^ i^€ AT 24:00
^ • ^

'

.^ ^ y• st . *<» v'

/J iav"*i§WV;
v't \  '(?y

>.'i y"^

• y"

/-

:S-._cL

Star t ;Qatp;'^ /
0^ 2S/^ W9

jspi^ '^ ^  '?;^

lv%
^  :v^

f/:1
j___

Reb #: 15653-089 ; '

'I

j!- •  :
i

,t '^ 4?"^  i'11'
S'l.—'-

...^
A€f>^ . '"^ fi''

.<3frA. w'
<fe^ :s?Si
'%»> "'"!fy

;' ^ %
I 011- /. 'L^ i'^ r '
' t  -f .!'» '^ ^

\ '^ :y^ :».

^ ^ y

Exp. Date:

End Date . Return  Date

Expira t ion  Date
04/24/2020

04/24/2019 ^
Date •

'~*w '

Quar ters: 003 ^ g^  ^
• ^ • *~ifi-)s\<0

,..^ ^ x^-• '"'-• ^ r~':s!y:^ '
''fcte?"

'Vb.S'W
"^ '%

/^ ,^  IA~sS.i. ^ ^<t sB?3y'
l'""'^ ^ 11 !

./i'''.^ t flsJ —------
%dfKi9'-
'^

'<3\

ŷ

• ^^ 1

Genera ted 04/24/2019 09:19 by Rice, Benjamin  MD, CD BtuoaO^  Pr isons - DTH Page 1 of 1
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^ ^ ^ | ^ ^ ^ Ii'^ ^ ll| ,^ §l^ iy®BSSiiiillSiSKiffiIISBIBBI^ IN:%i^ i| ^ ;K:?;.l'^ ::-ii'.^ ;M,lii..;'ii^ ^ glfi8i^
$^ fi^ ;.^ i'i| jiS^ fl^ 1:^ I^ ^ ^ P?^ c[^

r^ T^ ^ fiffiFaBSftJ Some ^ million  pr isoners a re in tXSgBI

"jjt ractmg.and .rapidly t ransmit tmg th&| j^ lheii''c»nmiumt ieSi;A^
?Coronavirus^ jmth]the^ addeypetU^

'^ !':'li>;i\ <;' ?/;a?-.''?J :

?
';',6thers;Mthe(:haosja t least sixmmates'l^ ermg/T^
^ ,cUediandj(lozens^ escapedijItasicn t ica l.,iorDO^

i-' :UThere'a ren6knowrimajor6utbrea]<s,.\ ;it ;Manysta te^
: .yet  inpr isons and ja ils; though tha t  may i': house pr isoners a re a lready limit ingyis^  ^ u{'
j ' r eflect t t iej absence of.testmg, not  the,, \  it s by outsiders, including rela t ives^ and.j^ i. .<(|
j absence of,CpYID-19,mthe facilit .ies.',!;;la 'wyers, ,They;-would be.wet t 'adyised/i'v'J 'i'
;j yMany,oftUemareper fectmcubatorsfor (i;| ,tocqi^
1 ^ thfrdisease^ OTjsmgpacked-mpopulafWitel^ ^
I;,,;,t ionsimore.lilrely;.Aan .pthers^ p^ aye;a^ ;t iGab^
^ c^ oDlccbndidbnormfeot iious'disease.j^ d^
^ ,'^ Socia l distancmg, the most  e£fec-,^ fjThe'danger ;is,m;domg^ not lmig;c^
j^ t ive means ofunpedmg the spread of ^ ^ thebeUeftha twh^  takes place 111^
,F ithe virus, is aU but  impossible a t  most '^ inst itu t ions is'less:cn t ica lfor ;sbmet iow'Ii,%t
I'j'pr isons and ja ils.^  Oyercro^ dmg; ibro-.i; i, separa te from society—or  tha t  the U^ ^
, :l<en  sinks, unreliabl6^ soap, supplies; a  i;;;. of convict s themselves a re wor th  less ^ y^
; steady influx of new inmates; and, a t  than  those of free; men and ^ vpmen,.;!!;;^ )'!^ ,

I:. manyuist itu t ioDS,substandardmedkal °:^  ,;., ^ '([. ^ ^ PI^ IvIJ AN^ ^ I^ n^ i^
I; -ca re—'these a re: the ingredien ts tha t ;,^ ',;!; J ^ ;i,;!^ l^ ?;THE,WASHmGTON^ ^  ^

: STEVE SACK. STAR'TRIBUNE".'
'T'^

i'li 1,1:
^ ,(^ !n ,:!;^

STABTF<IBUNe-.,

'^ 'N,l? • !;Ki>0::®i%ii
:l'"!^ li":fel}¥ :?iilj1
n^ s^ is;.-i^ ->N| | iI| jg§|

!'''!l '• ^ il?''?J ;'i'S>%i.;ISifi8l?

ilit eiliSjBBi| !J iIiliij®@SJ
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_^ _mw^ nn\ Hl>»KHW"l<HU^ fl?lB'n t tW»M^ i^ a i®^ Hi»;TO»^ ^

'.' .^ ,'^ ^ :l>l{i?(\ &(;,'.^
i^ ;i^ l^ %]jz,sawyer@star t r ibu iie.com^ l^ J iit ;ji

liii^ ita^ ii%p:i!i£ElPjll%ij%i^ ^ V%;¥ ^ ^ i^ i^ l^ ^ ii

^ J ^ J ^ J J jJ ra fedl^ jpopula t ionsJ t lJ ^ J
iaa^ i^ lillu fieKfroiHSsDiODordon^ ei^

| i^ | | | iCoiEuiussioner ;;PauJ .,'S clm| ellj| J
T't  • • '. .• t -'.t ;lf.J i1^ iT(rh  n> i (3"r i'r femoT'ir ify.+^ t - 1-h  n  -(jrnrc^  t t .U

-<S)CO- )
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't -' "

'<• • • • • .:.

's '^ ';':r

• :,^ %
'•  'V'^ (t !'!

,^ 't :-,;'.^ :^

: .^ ^ F '^ t ,

SiS
N

• ;l^ ^ ^ ^ 'i-'!;^ ^ ;;';l:''^ ^ ^
l^ i<I^ qWSfroin)E^ :.h ;;i,^ J u | ;^
^ eei?swilTiie bar red; finmall;ll| ;o'|
f';:,pilisons !imit il;fu r t lier  not ice'i^  I

• I&Rt 'visUat ioir is'.ca r iceled for  ^
'a ' 'min imum'of two .weeks i— '• :i. I

1. • o^ ifctUtheI(&mes6,t ;aDep
;-;jnet itofHealt liadv:isestha t it>s'T'j|
'; .sa fe'to resume .aonna l;t>i.iera -:;,,;

1:i6hs.^ Unt il'.t lien>^ the;'sta le?,'t
. agency us' explormg J iow to .1 ';;';|
-t :s^ jii[lyid£iOjost st iKST''41

• u icrease.pltdr ie.pr rvileges so
•  .pr isoners,' ca il.mauitau i com-

^ m'lin ica .t ioii'vyit li'their families i;.,
; • a t 'a reduced.cost^ '' '.'^  .^  .^ ,4°
. •  : • 'We.irecognize.theimiporT;..:'

•  .t ahce of community connec-
:t i6n  and recrea t iona l act ivi-
't i6s>" Schnell sa id, bu t  "we're^
t ryiag to manage spread." ' ' -'

-Oufbrea lcs a re common '.. :1
in-, pr isons and'ja ils', where
mmates shareit iny ceUs, use.' .
toilet s beside, their  beds and. .,
spend hours in  close contact  ;

with  one another . Pract icing
basic hygiene, Ulce consisten t
heind wasMag, is not  a lways
easy, because inmates'move- '-\
raeh ts a re rest r icted and a lco- ;;
hol'-based hand samt izer  is .
considered cont raband.

'In  February, a  st ra in  of ij
mfluenzaAswept throughthe. '

pr ison  system, sickening 170
umla tes a round the sta te — as
many as 70 a t  Lmo Lakes a lone. ,

"But  hea lth  officia ls say the
flu  has proved easier  to con-
• t rol than  COVID-:19, which
qftenproduces suchlow-grade
symptoms tha t  people who
are in fected-may pass on  the
virus without  ever  Imowtng
they're sick. On Wednesday,
the-Wor ld Hea lth  Organiza-
don  announced tha t  the dis-
ease has reached pandemic
propor t ions a round the wor ld.

• "We've never  seen  bsy-
.th ing Ulce th is before," sa id
Tyler .WmlceIman, a  pr imary
care physician  a t  Heonepin
Healthcare who t rea t s mdi-
vidua ls housed a t  the county
jaU; "It 's par t icu la r ly dan 'ger -

ous in  conta ined spaces with
lots of people. ...In  places lilce
pr isons and ja ils, you  can  go
from your  fir st  case to a  very
.la rge ou tbreak in  a  rela t ively

. sh 'or t  amount  of tune."'
•  . • At theHerm.epinCountyja il,
depudes have dusted offpub-
'lie 'hea lth  plans wr it ten  dur -
in^ -the ear lier  SAKS andHNL
; outbreaks, and a re screening
ihcbmiag inmates 'for  signs
of. in fect ion . So fa r , none. has
been  ident ified and visita t ion

'Photo5byRENBHJ ONBSSCHNBroBRTenee.jones@star t r ibitne.com
The Correct ions Depar tment 's execut ive team'has da ily br iefings on  coronavmis prepara t ions.

Correct ions Commissioner
Paul SchneU sa id pubUc safety
wUl be paramount .

officia ls iadefmitely suspended
volunteers and programming

inside .the facDity.
"At  ..presen t , 'the public

shouldn 't  see any big differ -
ence in  the way [the ja il] oper -
a tes," Sher iff D aveHutchinson
sa idinasta tement . "Tha tsa id,
condit ions a re cont inuaUy
changing.... We are confident
m our  ability to serve the pub-
Uc,.provide appropr ia te medi-
ca l ca re to the inmates iu  'our

j a il, and to ensure tha t  our  sta ff
has acdess to the bestprecau-
t ions ava ilable to avoid con-
t ractmg th is illness."

In  St . Paul, Ramsey County
Sher iff Bob Fletct ier  has
ordered da ily tempera ture
checks on  severa l hundred
inmates andeveninst ructedja il
.sta ff to screen  visit ing clergy
members. Persona l visit s were
ca lled o£fIUes,day and a re now
conducted only th rough vir tua l
monitors. ''.. .

retaa ins unaffected; Hpweyei;;i,.''... Begumihg Thursday,, layr -

yers were bar red-from face-
•  tb-face meet ings with  clien ts.

Ramsey County Chief Public
Defender  J mi F lemmg .sa id
he worr ies about  wliether
inmates wiU receive adequa te
medica l t rea tment  if corona-
vu-us in filt ra tes the facility.

"J a ils a re goingto be a  cess-
pool," F leming sa id. "This
thmg could shut  down the
whole cour t  system."

Even  before Minnesota
announced it s fir st  presump-
t ive posit ive case last  week,
prepara t ions were underway
at  a rea  pr isons to prevent  the
virus from creeping behind
bars. Wardens'scrambled to

san it ize ja il ceUs, stockpile
medica l supplies and develop
screening pract ices for  sta ff.

Since then , SchneU's exec-
u t ive team has met  da ily to
weigh  dieir  opt ions. In it ia l
.plans included educa t ing
sta ff and inmates on  proper -

hygiene pract ices, providmg
ext ra  soap and t ransfer r ing
some pr isoners to county jaUs
to reduce the number  ofdou-

..ble-bunlced ceUs. The dep'a r t -
meuthas a lso canceled a ll ou t -
of-sta te t ravel other  thanpr is-
oner  t ranspor t , suspended
hands.-oa  t ra in ing exercises
.and waived the $5 copay for
pr isoners who seek medica l
t rea tment  when  exhibit ing
flu-like symptoms. • '' '.

The Twir i Cit ies Incar -.
•  cera ted Wor lcers Organizing
• Oonmut tee, a  group of act iv-
ist s inside and outside- of

pr ison , applauded the DOC
forsuspendiagmedica lcopays
but  ca lled- on  the agency to
broaden  tha t  move to include
free phone and video caUs.-

"Losmg visit s is like losing
your  wor ld," organizers sa id in ;
a  sta tement . •  i i

The group poin ted to rec-
ommendat ions by the Pr ison
Policy In it ia t ive, a  Massachu-
set t s-basedpublicpolicythuilc
tank, which  caUs for  U.S. jaU
opera tors to release the elder ly
andotherh igh-r iskindividua ls
to reduce overcrowding and
ease sta ffing pressures.

Iran  did tha t  and more last
week, t emporar ily releasing
more than  50,000 pr isoners
as the vh-us swept  the coun-
t ry. Meanwhile, m Ita ly, cor --
rect ions officers have st rug-
gled to'quash  pr isonr iot s tha t

.erupted a fter  adia in ist ra tors
suspended fa imly visit s. At
least  six inmates broke mto
the pr ison  infirmary and
fa ta lly overdosed on  metha-
done dur ing the unrest , while
severa l others escaped.

'.Schnell in tends to avoid'

. a  sumlar  fa te m Minnesota ,
where Us sta ff is focused on
.ensur ing the cont inued deliv-
ei-y of food, water  and public
hea lth  services to sta te facili-
t ies. '•  . .

"Public sa fety is gomg to be"

paramount ," he sa id.

The Associa ted Press cont r ibu ted to
th is repor t . ,

t lz5awyei;-'612i673-46'18
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