
IN THE UNITED ST ATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

RNS SERVICING, LLC, an Illinois Limited 
Liability Company, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

SPIRIT CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC., ) 
a Delaware Corporation, and STEVEN VAN DEN ) 
HEUVEL, a Wisconsin citizen, ) 

Defendants. 
) 
) 
) 

Civil Action No. 17-cv-108 

Judge Edmond E. Chang 

Magistrate Judge Jeffrey T. Gilbert 

DECLARATION OF SHARAD K. TAK 

I, Sharad K. Tak, declare under penalty of perjury and pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, that 

the following is true and correct: 

1. Since 2006, I have been the President of ST Paper, LLC ("ST Paper") and owned, 

indirectly, a controlling interest in that entity. ST Paper is a paper products manufacturer, and 

owns, among other assets, a paper mill in Oconto Falls, Wisconsin, which it purchased from 

Oconto Falls Tissue, Inc. ("OFTI") in 2007. 

2. As President of ST Paper and for that corporation, I entered into various 

agreements with Spirit Construction Services, Inc. ("Spirit") including the following "Fixed 

Price, Engineering, Procurement & Construction (EPC)" Contracts ("EPC Contracts"), dated 

November 14, 2006: 

a. EPC Agreement between Spirit and ST Paper at Oconto Falls and De Pere, 

Wisconsin (Upgrades) (a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A, Bates No. SCS_OOOOOl - SCS_000056); 
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b. EPC Agreement between Spirit and ST Paper at St. George, Utah (a true and 

conect copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B, Bates No. SCS_000057-

SCS_OOOI 16); 

c. EPC Agreement between Spirit and ST Paper at a Pennsylvania Site (a true and 

correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit C, Bates No. SCS_OOOI 17-

SCS_OOOI 76); and 

d. EPC Agreement between Spirit and ST Paper at De Pere, Wisconsin (a true and 

correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit D, Bates No. SCS_000237-

SCS_000296). 

3. The four EPC contracts were negotiated between Spirit and ST Paper with the 

assistance of Ron Van Den Heuvel. When the contracts were negotiated, there was no financing 

in place for the majority of the work to be performed. 

4. ST Paper ratified the four EPC Contracts in December 2006. At the time the four 

EPC Contracts were signed, ST Paper intended to have the work described in all four EPC 

Contracts performed, and ST Paper believed that the projects would eventually commence. ST 

Paper believed that the EPC Contracts were binding. 

5. After it completed its purchase of the Oconto Falls mill on April 16, 2007, ST 

Paper in fact engaged Spirit to perform work at the Oconto Falls mill under the EPC Contract 

identified as Exhibit A. That work was completed satisfactorily, and Spirit was paid for its work 

under the contract. 

6. With respect to the contracts identified as Exhibits B, C, and D, ST Paper failed to 

obtain financing for the contracts, and the contemplated work did not proceed. There was never 

any performance or payment by either party under these contracts. The fact that these projects 
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would not proceed was not apparent in April 2007 or at any time prior. As of April 2007, the 

parties to the contracts still believed they would proceed. 

7. On March 21, 2016, in an email to Marc Langs, I described the EPC Contracts 

between ST Paper and Spirit as "frivolous contracts," stating that "Ron tried to raise money for 

these but was unsuccessful" and, therefore "nothing ever happened on these contracts." A true 

and correct copy of my email to Mr. Langs is attached hereto as Exhibit E. I did not use the 

word "frivolous" to indicate that I viewed the contracts as not being genuine or that the EPC 

Contracts represented projects nobody intended to perform. Through at least April 2007, the 

parties had every confidence that these projects would proceed under the EPC Contracts. 

8. My email conversation and related phone call with Mr. Langs in March 2016 are 

the first time anyone related to RNS Servicing, Inc. or IFC Credit Corporation has contacted me 

in relation to these EPC contracts. At no time between March 28, 2007 and March 2016 did any 

representative of either of those entities contact me with questions regarding the EPC Contracts. 

Had they contacted me, I would have provided similar comments to those I provided to Mr. 

Langs in March 2016. 
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9. At no time has Spirit or any representative of Spirit or VHC, Inc. asked me not to 

disclose information about these contracts or the circumstances surrounding them. 

Dated this of September. 
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6XEMHFW � 5(� 2FRQWR )DOOV DQG 5RQ 9DQ 'HQ +HXYDO

 

dŚĂŶŬs SharĂĚ͕

Ugh, RVDH cŽŶ nues to amaze in the number of wĂǇs he manipulaƚes facts and his rĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂ ons.  The group I am
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶ ng is planning to go a� er Spirit  and Vos for various bad faith rĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂ ons rĞůĂƚed to Ron and his
Đompanies.  If we gĞt any trac on going fŽƌǁĂƌd I will be glad to share inĨŽƌŵĂ on we find out in discŽǀĞƌy or
deposi on. 

 

YƵĞƐ on, rĞŐĂƌding these “frivolous” cŽŶƚƌacts, wĞƌe they eǀer actually prĞƐĞŶƚed to your ST Paper companies and
do they rĞƉƌĞƐĞŶt actual planƚƐͬůŽĐĂ ons?  If so, would it be possible to gĞt eǆact headings and daƚes for these
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶts?  Be� er yĞt, if actually crĞĂƚed, copies of these prŽƉŽƐĂůƐ͍

 

I cŽŶ nue to belieǀe any spotlight we can shine beƚǁeen RVDH, family members, and crĂĐŬs in the “Chinese Wall” fŽƌ
ZVDH, StĞǀe Van Den Heuval, fĂŵŝůǇ, and the associaƚed comingling of Spirit and Vos will yield inƚĞƌĞƐ ng results. 
dŚĞy haǀe done well to keep this below the radar for many yĞĂƌs, and I am sure they would moǀe quickly to aǀoid anǇ
Ă� ĞŶ on to these subjects going fŽƌǁĂƌĚ͘

 

dŚĂŶŬs agĂŝŶ͕
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DĂƌc Langs
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7R� 0DUF /DQJV
6XEMHFW � 5(� 2FRQWR )DOOV DQG 5RQ 9DQ 'HQ +HXYDO

 

These wĞƌe frivolous cŽŶƚƌacts, Ron tried to raise money for these but was unsuccessful. Nothing eǀer happened on
these cŽŶƚƌacts. HoǁĞǀĞƌ, Spirit and Vos Electric has been doing well, haǀe been vĞƌy prŽĮƚable by eǆecu ng seǀĞƌĂů
other cŽŶƐtruc on cŽŶƚƌacts including some EPC cŽŶƚƌacts. I haǀe no inĨŽƌŵĂ on on any of their cŽŶƚƌacts though.

 

)URP� 0DUF /DQJV >mailto @ 
6HQW� )ULGD\� 0DUFK ��� ���� ���� 30
7R� 6KDUDG 7DN
6XEMHFW � 5(� 2FRQWR )DOOV DQG 5RQ 9DQ 'HQ +HXYDO

 

Hello SharĂĚ͕

dŚĂŶŬs for taking the me to talk about RVDH.  I was able to gĞt more inĨŽƌŵĂ on on the EPC cŽŶƚƌacts, but hope
Ǉou can help me be eǀen more specific.  The Fixed Price Engineering, PrŽĐƵƌĞŵĞŶt, and Construc on AgrĞĞŵĞŶƚƐ
with ST Paper LLC. (I belieǀe your cŽŵƉĂŶy crĞĂƚed to cŽŶ nue the OcŽŶƚo Falls purchase from RŽŶͿ͘

The inĨŽƌŵĂ on I haǀe is:

4 EPC cŽŶƚƌacts with/beƚǁeen Spirit Construc on Services Inc. and ST Paper LLC for upgrades and cŽŶƐtruc on for   “
KĐŽŶƚo FĂůůƐ ,͟ “St GeorŐe, UtĂŚ ,͟ “De PĞƌe, WiscŽŶƐŝŶ ,͟ and “PĞŶŶƐǇůǀania” facili es.

 

If you haǀe rĞĐŽƌds or knoǁůĞĚŐe of these agrĞĞŵĞŶts and can help us put deƚails to these agrĞĞŵĞŶts we may haǀĞ
ƐƵďƐƚĂŶ al leǀĞƌĂŐe with Spirit Construc on agĂŝŶƐt RVDH. 

 

>Ğt me rĞƉĞĂt and make clear, we are not looking to any cause or rights agĂŝŶƐt you or any of your companies, this
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂ on is only importĂŶt in prŽving malfeasance and frĂƵĚƵůĞŶt ac vi es beƚǁeen Ron and his fĂŵŝůǇ.  As wĞ
both knoǁ, Ron is living vĞƌy well by monies that are funneled through friends and family eǀĞŶtually to RŽŶ s͛ beneĮƚ͘

 

If these EPC cŽŶƚƌacts wĞƌe cŽŵƉůĞƚed it will prŽvide eǆƚĞŶƐŝǀe leǀĞƌĂŐe agĂŝŶƐt Spirit Construc on, which can be
used to eǆert prĞƐƐƵƌe on Ron and keep him from making claims of monies oǁed or engaging in legal prŽĐĞĞĚŝŶŐƐ͘
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>Ğt me know if you can help me with grĞĂƚer deƚail on this inĨŽƌŵĂ on , and we can discuss how best to use this
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂ on.

 

dŚĂŶŬs, I look fŽƌǁĂƌd to hearing from yŽƵ͘

 

DĂƌc Langs

�G Advisory SerǀŝĐĞƐ

 

)URP� 0DUF /DQJV >mailto @ 
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That would be fine.  I am in Chicago, so CST.  Where are you calling from for the 11:00 call?

 

Marc Langs

Sent from my iPhone

Please excuse any typos

On Mar 7, 2016, at 8:09 AM, Sharad Tak < > wrote:

:ƵƐt got back from oǀĞƌseas trip, will call you around 11 am

 

)URP� 0DUF /DQJV >mailto t@ 
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Hello SharĂĚ͕

Hope this finds you well.  I am the classical “voice from the pasƚ .͟  I was inǀŽůǀed eǆƚĞŶƐŝǀely with the trĂŶƐĨer of
KĐŽŶƚo Falls and the FŽƌƚƌess financial transac on which crĞĂƚed your oǁŶĞƌship of the paper mill from Ron.  As wĞ
all know tŽĚĂǇ, any inǀŽůǀĞŵĞŶt with Ron leaǀes cĂƌŶĂŐe in its wĂŬe. 

I haǀe been out of the cycle with Ron and his ac vi es almost da ng back to the OcŽŶƚo transac on.  But, laƚĞůǇ, I
ŚĂǀe been rĞƚained to help eǆamine certain judgĞŵĞŶts that a cŽŵƉĂŶy has agĂŝŶƐt Ron personally and many of his
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Đompanies.  I would grĞĂtly apprĞĐŝĂƚe if you could make some me for us to discuss the naƚƵƌe of these judgĞŵĞŶƚƐ
ĂŶĚ ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ ďĞŶĞfits they may offer par es who haǀe had dealings with RŽŶ͘

I look fŽƌǁĂƌd to discussing this subject further with you or your rĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂ vĞ͘

dŚĂŶŬƐ͕  

DĂƌc Langs

�G Advisory SerǀŝĐĞƐ
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