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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 

GREEN BAY DIVISION 
 

FORTUNE AVENUE, LLC, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

HOWARD BEDFORD, 

Defendant. 
 

 
 
Case No.  
 

 

 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 
 

Defendant Howard Bedford (“Bedford”), pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1332, 1441, and 1446, 

hereby gives notice to this Court, the Clerk of Circuit Court of Brown County, and Plaintiff 

Fortune Avenue, LLC (“Fortune Avenue”) of the removal of the action commenced by Fortune 

Avenue in the Circuit Court of Brown County, namely, Fortune Avenue, LLC v. Howard 

Bedford, Case No. 18 CV 857 (the “State Court Action”), to the United States District Court for 

the Eastern District of Wisconsin.  In support of this Notice of Removal, Bedford states as 

follows: 

1. On or about July 17, 2018, Fortune Avenue filed the State Court Action in the 

Circuit Court for Brown County, Wisconsin.  A true and correct copy of the Summons and 

Complaint in the State Court Action is attached as Exhibit A. 

2. Bedford, through counsel, admitted service of the Summons and Complaint in the 

State Court Action on August 15, 2018.  A true and correct copy of the Admission of Service is 

attached hereto as Exhibit B.  Bedford also admitted service of an Electronic Filing Notice from 

the State Court action, a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit C.  Bedford 

has not been served with any other process, pleadings or orders in the State Court Action. 
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3. This Notice of Removal is timely pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b) in that thirty 

(30) days have not expired since August 15, 2018, the date upon which Bedford admitted service 

of the Summons and Complaint. 

4. This Court has original diversity jurisdiction over the subject matter of this action 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332, because there is complete diversity of citizenship between the 

parties and because the allegations in the Complaint place at issue an amount in controversy an 

amount exceeding $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs. 

5. Fortune Avenue is now and was at the time of filing the Complaint, a citizen of 

the States of Wisconsin and Georgia for purposes of diversity jurisdiction.  Upon information and 

belief, the sole member of Fortune Avenue is Spirit Construction Services, Inc.  Spirit 

Construction Services, Inc. is a Georgia corporation with a principal place of business located in 

Green Bay, Wisconsin and is, therefore, a citizen of Georgia and Wisconsin for purposes of 

federal diversity jurisdiction. 

6. Bedford is now and was at the time of the filing of the Complaint a citizen of the 

State of Florida. 

7. Because Fortune Avenue, a citizen of both Wisconsin and Georgia, is of diverse 

citizenship from Bedford, a citizen of Florida, there is diversity for purposes of 28 U.S.C. § 

1332. 

8. In its Complaint, Fortune Avenue seeks judgment against Bedford in the amount 

of $560,762.77 pursuant to a promissory note. 

9. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d), Bedford will provide a copy of this Notice of 

Removal to the Clerk of Court for the Circuit Court of Brown County, Wisconsin and serving 

written notice of this filing upon counsel for Fortune Avenue. 
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WHEREFORE, Bedford hereby removes this action described in this Notice of Removal 

and now pending in the Circuit Court for Brown County, Wisconsin to the United States District 

Court for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, Green Bay Division. 

 Dated this 4th day of September, 2018. 
 

 
By:   s/ Jonathan T. Smies 

Jonathan T. Smies 
State Bar No. 1045422 
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. 
200 South Washington Street, Suite 100 
Green Bay, WI 54301-4298 
Phone:  920-432-9300 
Fax:  920-436-7988 
Email:  jsmies@gklaw.com 

Attorneys for Defendant Howard Bedford 
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FILED
07-17-2018
Clerk of Circuit Court
Brown County, WI
2018CV000857
Honorable Kendall M.
Kelley
Branch 4
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