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August 15, 2018 

 
The Hon. Mae A. D'Agostino 
United States District Judge 
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of New York 
James T. Foley U.S. Courthouse 
445 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12207 

Re: Oneida Indian Nation v. U.S. Dep’t of Interior, No. 17-cv-0913 (MAD/TWD) 

Dear Judge D'Agostino: 

I write on behalf of plaintiff Oneida Indian Nation (the Nation).   

At the April 12, 2018 hearing on the Department of the Interior’s motion to dismiss 
claims challenging its decision to federally recognize “Oneida Nation” as the new name of the 
Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, the Court addressed questions concerning the confusion 
and injury that the decision would cause.  See, e.g., ECF 29, at 15-16 & 27.   

Attached is recent correspondence between the federal Indian Health Service (IHS) and 
the Nation, which shows that IHS confused the Oneida Nation with the Nation and mistakenly 
demanded that the Nation formulate a “corrective application plan.”  See Exhibit A (letters and 
emails).  Relatedly, attached is a Purpora Engineering invoice that recently came to my attention.  
Purpora mistakenly emailed the invoice to the Nation even though the Oneida Nation is the 
company’s customer.  See Exhibit B (invoice and emails).   

Respectfully submitted,  
 

/s/ Michael R. Smith 
 

Michael R. Smith 
 
Enclosures 

cc: All Counsel 
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