
 

 

 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

v.       Case No. 16-CR-64 
                        
RONALD VAN DEN HEUVEL,       
     

Defendant.     
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DECLARATION OF SPECIAL AGENT SARA HAGER 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 I, Sara Hager, declare the following: 

1. I am a Special Agent with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Office of 

Inspector General.   

2. I have participated in the investigations that led to the indictments of Ronald Van 

Den Heuvel in this case and in United States v. Van Den Heuvel, Case No. 17-CR-170.  The 

information below is based upon information I obtained through those investigations.   

3. Attached as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of a newspaper article from the 

Savannah Morning News titled Shareholder tries to stop merger, dated April 12, 1996.  The 

article lists Ronald Van Den Heuvel as the chairman of the Effingham Bank and Trust’s board of 

directors.   

4. Attached as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of the November 2014 Merrill 

Lynch bank statement for Green Box NA, LLC, account number ending in -2220. 
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5. Attached as Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of the November 2014 Merrill 

Lynch bank statement for Green Box NA Detroit, account number ending in -2226. 

6. Ronald Van Den Heuvel formed and controlled Green Box NA, LLC, and Green 

Box Detroit.  He also opened and controlled both of the foregoing Merrill Lynch bank accounts.   

7. According to the statement for account -2220, on November 12, 2014, a check 

was written to the March of Dimes for $3,050.  See Exhibit B at page 5.  The check cleared on 

November 13, 2014.  

8. Based on the below tracing of funds and other information learned in the 

investigations, it is clear that the March of Dimes contribution was drawn from funds invested by 

Cliffton Equities and SMS Investment Group IV, which arranged investments from Chinese 

nationals through the EB-5 visa program.   

9. On October 31, 2014, account -2220 had a balance of $1,870.69.  The account 

balance then dropped to zero by virtue of an overdraft on November 5, 2014.  See Exhibit B at 

1, 3.   

10. Thereafter Cliffton Equities sent wire transfers to account -2220 in the amounts of 

$379,980, on November 6, 2014, and $299,980 on November 13, 2014.  See Exhibit B, at pages 

2, 3.   

11. In addition, $125,000 was transferred into account -2220 from account -2226 on 

November 13, 2014.  See Exhibit C, at 3.  The funds in account -2226 came from two wire 

transfers of $250,000 sent by SMS Investment Group IV on November 6 and 7, 2014.  See 

Exhibit C, at 3.   
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12. No other deposits were made into account -2220 before the March of Dimes 

contribution was made.  Thus, the March of Dimes contribution was drawn from funds invested 

by Cliffton Equities and SMS Investment Group IV. 

13. The investment agreements that Van Den Heuvel formed with Cliffton Equities 

and SMS Investment Group IV expressly dictated that the invested funds were to be used to 

promote the Green Box business plans.  The investment agreements did not permit the 

investment funds to be donated to charity.       

  

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

 

Executed: January 2, 2018. 

 

       /s/ Sara Hager  
       Sara Hager 
       Special Agent 
        

Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 3 of 3   Document 174



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 1 of 1   Document 174-1



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 1 of 8   Document 174-2



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 2 of 8   Document 174-2



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 3 of 8   Document 174-2



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 4 of 8   Document 174-2



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 5 of 8   Document 174-2



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 6 of 8   Document 174-2



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 7 of 8   Document 174-2



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 8 of 8   Document 174-2



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 1 of 6   Document 174-3



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 2 of 6   Document 174-3



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 3 of 6   Document 174-3



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 4 of 6   Document 174-3



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 5 of 6   Document 174-3



Case 1:16-cr-00064-WCG   Filed 01/02/18   Page 6 of 6   Document 174-3


