
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN

                                                                 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff,

v. Case No. 16 CR 64

RONALD D. VAN DEN HEUVEL,
Defendant.

                                                                 

SENTENCING MEMORANDUM

                                                                 

The following is provided to the court to assist in the

determination of a proper disposition in the above referenced

matter.

The conduct for which Mr. Van Den Heuvel has been convicted is

in stark contrast to positive contributions he has made to his

community. For decades, Ron Van Den Heuvel has given his time,

resources, and finances to a host of entities which serve

impoverished, as well as physically and emotionally disabled

citizens of Green Bay. It cannot be calculated how many people’s

lives he has touched through his selfless sense of giving and

positive works. Below is a non-exhaustive list of programs with

which he has been involved which have served the interest of the

citizenry: (Attached are documents verifying Mr. Van Den Heuvel’s

charitable community service history: Exhibits 1-5)

1. From 1992 until 2016, he served on the Northeastern Wisconsin

Cerebral Palsy Corporation as a board member raising funds and

other contributions. One of the accomplishments of this
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organization during his tenure was the installation of two

therapeutic pools in the Cerebral Palsy Center. Additionally,

a daycare center has been established on site for the parents

and teachers whose children are being cared for at the

facility. The organization has flourished in other ways during

his participation. For years, the center held a banquet at

Christmas time for the children. Mr. Van Den Heuvel was there

to assist at the banquet and learn how it felt to have a child

who suffered from cerebral palsy. He was also trained by a

therapist on ways to take care of a child suffering from CP

and how to assist in insuring that their physical needs are

met. This was another reflection of Mr. Van Den Heuvel’s felt

need to immerse himself in the services for such children and

understand the difficulties in caring for an afflicted child.

2. Mr. Van Den Heuvel contributed funds to Bellin Hospital from

1995 to 2000. One of its buildings bears his family name: Van

Den Heuvel Family Power Facility. (See attached photos:

Exhibits 6,7)

3. From 1972 until 2012, the defendant was a member of the Board

of Directors of the Syble Hopp School in De Pere. This

facility is designed to assist disadvantage youths. While on

the board, Mr. Van Den Heuvel contributed financially.

4. From 1992 until 2012, Mr. Van Den Heuvel was on the Board of

Directors of the Boys and Girls Club of Green Bay. His
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participation on the board and his financial contributions

assisted to expand the number of participants from 209 to

approximately 2,000. During his tenure, the Boys and Girls

Club was introduced into the school through a program for non-

English speaking children.  

5. From 2000 until 2005, the defendant served as a board member

of St. Norbert’s College committee which raised funds to

assist in establishing the Ray Van Den Heuvel Family Community

Center. (see attached photos: Exhibits 8-10)

6. From 1986 to 1996, he assisted in raising money to

rehabilitate an existing building for the creation of Cure-

for-All Ages, a not for profit elder and day care program in

Green Bay. 

7. In 1996, Mr. Van Den Heuvel, and others, created a project for

the establishment of the Southeast Georgia Autism Center in

Savannah, Georgia. That organization is still in existence. He

helped with the construction of the Center’s building, which

now has an educational facility for autistic children. The

number of youth who have benefited has dramatically increased

over the years. 

8. From 1992 to 1997, he and others assisted in establishing the 

Rural Visiting Nursing Program in Clarion, Wis.. Prior to the

creation of the entity, there was no outreach medical service
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for this highly rural area and, as a result, there was a

severe limitation of critical medical care. 

9. For ten years, Mr. Van Den Heuvel served as a board member,

and for two years as the chairman of the Northeastern

Wisconsin March of Dimes. He raised funds and assisted in

implementing initiatives including “Chef’s Action”, The March

for Babies, and a program to educate unwed mothers regarding

prenatal care. 

10. For 25 years, the defendant has been a participant in the

activities of the Green Bay Community Foundation. He assisted

in raising funds and finding shelter for the poor and

disadvantaged. 

11. During the entirety of Mr. Van Den Heuvel’s life, his religion

has been an essential foundation and guiding directive force.

He has been a member of the same parish for his entire life.

The defendant’s church affiliation has, by no means, been

limited to attendance. For 20 years he has been actively

involved in the development and administration of religious

education. He has been on the Curriculum Committee for the

school’s Pre-K to 8 program, as well as the computer and

science lab committee. Mr. Van Den Heuvel has raised capital

for the endowment fund which subsidizes poor children to

enable them to attend Catholic school. One of the committees

in which he participated created an endowment to fund a
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foreign language program within the school. In addition, the

defendant has contributed regularly through financial

contributions. 

12. For approximately ten years, Mr. Van Den Heuvel served on the

Capital Campaign Board for Rawhide Ranch for Northeast

Wisconsin. 

13. From 1986 to 1990, the defendant assisted in the creation of

the YMCA/YWCA of Rincon, Georgia. 

14. Over the years, Mr. Van Den Heuvel has contributed financially

to the DARE program in Green Bay, as well as Glenwood School

for Boys in Illinois. 

WORK HISTORY

Since early childhood, the defendant has labored at manual and

intellectual jobs by performing the most menial tasks to some of

the most complex developmental projects. He is described as a

tireless worker who is driven by an unlimited imagination and a

true desire to leave the world a better place than when he arrived.

While the events described in the Plea Agreement, at first glance,

reflect what could be described as callous disregard for rules and

the law and an attempt to “feather his own nest”, they were in fact

driven by a true desire to create and/or maintain functioning

corporations. The manner chosen was clearly improper, and a

reflection of poor judgment. But his productive work history is in

sharp contrast to this conduct. 
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Only once was Mr. Van Den Heuvel’s work ethic and drive to

achieve shaken. The death of his five month old child in 2004 led

him to question whether he should continue to achieve his work

objectives, and to examine if there was a meaningful way to carry

on. He decided, in consultation with his father, that the best

manner by which he could honor his son’s life was to continue the

hard efforts which he had always expended on future projects

designed to achieve lofty goals. He drew strength from his faith

and was able to realize that his family and others depended on him

and, that the impact that it would have if he chose not to pursue

his goals would be devastating. 

Many of the ventures in which Mr. Van Den Heuvel has engaged

have been highly successful and have been a source of income for

countless employees. As is the case in many businesses, unforseen

events change the course of commercial ventures and create 

unresolvable challenges. There are occasions in which the decision

making thought process of company executives, when faced with

insurmountable problems, becomes clouded and consequential bad

judgement occurs. This is not to say that the conduct in which Mr.

Van Den Heuvel engaged was excusable, justifiable, or that he does

not accept full responsibility. Rather, it is to place the events

in their proper context.

FAMILY CONSTRUCT
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assists them with their homework to ensure, to the best of his

ability, that it is done in a timely fashion. While Mr. Van Den

Heuvel is tremendously supportive and interactive with his

children, he monitors their behavior and insists that they seek

permission if they chose to go places which may be questionable.

The defendant has been described as a “helicopter dad” who watches

over his children incessantly. 

Mr. Van Den Heuvel also shares a tremendous relationship with

his mother who is 88 years old. He brings her communion every

Sunday after church, as well as every holy day. He makes certain

that he, or someone else, brings her mail and newspaper everyday

and that some food is delivered to her residence. The defendant is

also in touch with his mother by phone and visits her virtually

everyday.

 Kelley Van Den Heuvel has had five surgeries for breast

cancer. The most recent episode in 2017 was extraordinarily

disturbing in light of the devastating potential, consequences, the

intensive treatment regimen and its frequent reoccurrence. The

possibility that the disease will reemerge weighs heavily on

Kelley’s and the rest of the family’s minds. She must be monitored

constantly and needs as much emotional and physical support as is

possible. Mr. Van Den Heuvel and his wife are extraordinarily

close. They are not only self-supporting, but have a remarkable

relationship with their children. The defendant attends every
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single doctor appointment with Kelly. He is actively involved, as

best as he is allowed, to help her contend with the effects of the

cancer and recover fully, with as limited pain and emotional

distress as can be avoided. He is the main source of support for

Kelly, in that her family is not in the State of Wisconsin. She has

no other extended family in Green Bay. 

While Kelly is a very strong-willed and accomplished person in

her own right, she lives with the constant fear and attendant

stress of the reoccurrence of her previous cancer events and

subsequent surgeries. Without the defendant’s presence and

assistance, that stress will not be held in check. K  and H

are acutely aware that their mother is at risk and clearly

recognize the importance of their father in the household.

THE DEFENDANT’S GOALS

 The instant indictment does not describe a typical Ponzi

scheme in which an individual sets up a pyramid-like structure to

obtain investors’ funds simply and exclusively for his own 

benefit. This is not such a case. Mr. Van Den Heuvel’s efforts were

in large measure to sustain businesses which he truly believed

would bear fruit, to wit: productive businesses which would support

a large workforce and which would produce a viable, saleable

commodity. While it is true that certain funds derived from the

loans were not used as intended, some of the funds did go for what

Mr. Van Den Heuvel believed were corporate obligations and which
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were necessary to maintain the businesses. (It should be noted that

Mr. Van Den Heuvel has accepted full responsibility for his

actions. He acknowledges that funds from the loans were improperly

obtained and that proceeds were misused.)

 Mr. Van Den Heuvel has a genuine desire to make the world a

better, cleaner place. He wants to make sure that he is part of

work complex which produces a marketable product and which provides 

many diverse employment opportunities. His intentions are laudable.

His current goal is to continue in a lawful fashion and learn from

his mistakes. His vision is to someday make the planet devoid of

disease and contamination. Whether this is an attainable objective

is questionable, but no one can dispute that such ambition is

admirable and to be encouraged. 

COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES

With every criminal conviction and attendant disposition,

there are collateral consequences, often which are unforseen or

unpredictable. In this case, removal of Mr. Van Den Heuvel from the

family and his community will have a devastating effect. For Kelly,

there will be a loss of emotional, financial, and familial support

all of which is the mainstay of the Van Den Heuvel home. Kelly has

gone through emotional trauma for years. Much of the emotional and 

physical of cancer do not dissipate with the passage of time.

Rather, some increase in intensity. Mr. Van Den Heuvel, in direct

coordination with the doctors, helps to ameliorate the side effects
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and emotional byproducts of the disease. (Filed separately are a

series of articles which reflect the intensity of the emotional

consequences which directly correlate to cancer and its treatment.

These studies examine and set forth the connection between stress,

and, prognosis and recovery. Clearly, Kelley Van Den Huevel’s

future will be enhanced if stress and emotional trauma are reduced.

Removal of her husband from that effort could have devastating

consequences. 

A meaningful, close support system is an essential ingredient

to achieving successful remission. The Van Den Heuvel’s are a

family unit whose members are interdependent. The children and the

defendant’s mother are highly dependent on him, not simply because

of his title as father and son, but as a result of his supportive

and giving ways. 

Numerous studies have recognized the significant adverse

effects which befall  the children whose parents are incarcerated.

They may develop behavioral problems including rule-breaking and

acting-out conduct. They may have difficulty concentrating or

become impulsive. The child will suffer from the inevitable

socioeconomic effects. A child who has an incarcerated  father will

experience negative reactions from peers. Such children may suffer

a deterioration in academic achievement. Children with an

incarcerated parent may have an increased risk of substance or

alcohol abuse. They will have difficulty coping with the loss and
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the uncertainty of associated with the incarceration. Presumably,

some children may even mistakenly blame themselves for their

parent’s sentence. It need not be said that children need their

father’s presence and the loss if virtually impossible to fully

compensate. (Filed separately are articles which show secondary

consequences for children whose parents are incarcerated.) 

The defendant has a very close relationship with his elderly

mother. She is dependent upon him for emotional and physical

support. They are in daily communication and are mutually

dependent. Separating Ms. Van Den Huevel from her son, at this

point is her life, can have no positive effect.

While the government has disparaged the business activities of

Mr. Van Den Heuvel, they have failed to acknowledge that he was,

for a long period of time, successful in various ventures. There

are still employees for whom he pays salary and benefits. His

absence from the workplace will prevent the maintenance of these

enterprises and jobs will be lost. 

Perhaps the government has not recognized the largess by which

Mr. Van Den Huevel has comported his life. His selfless

contribution in time, money, and imagination have sustained

numerous community projects. If he is denied the opportunity to

provide these historically valuable contributions, society , the

underprivileged and physically challenged individuals will suffer. 
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The aforementioned are simply some of the secondary

consequences which outflow from a sentence of incarceration.

Removal of Mr. Van Den Heuvel from the community, while it may

serve as a punitive sanction, is counterproductive to the needs of

others. The consequential effects outweigh, monumentally, any

theoretical benefit of a penalty of incarceration. The disruption

to Kelly’s support system is individually a justifiable reason not

to incarcerate Mr. Van Den Huevel. The stress which Kelly will

endure could easily retard or prevent her recovery.

For the reasons stated above, it is respectfully requested

that the court impose a sentence of probation, with home

confinement as the punitive sanction, restitution (as has been

stipulated), and a continued requirement of significant community

service to the citizenry of Green Bay. Such sentence fully

incorporates the need to protect the community, imposes a punitive

component, addresses the rehabilitative needs of Mr. Van Den

Heuvel, and recognizes the accomplishments and characterological

qualities of Mr. Van Den Heuvel. 

Dated at Milwaukee, Wisconsin this 28th day of December, 2017.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Robert G. LeBell
                                    
Robert G. LeBell, SBN 01015710
Attorney for Defendant
309 N. Water Street, Suite 350
Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53202
(414) 276-1233
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