January 16, 2016
Dear Sir:

What we are witnessing today is horrifying. I never imagined that this would ever occur in our
Tribe. At the point, no Tribal Member is safe because we are NOT following the constitution
and the Rule of Law.

The Business Committee (BC) raised their hand and took an Oath of Office to defend the
Constitution and carry out the General Tribal Council (GTC) directives (Encl-1).

Unfortunately, the Chairwoman is not following the law nor our Constitution. The Chairwoman
has total disregard for her Oath of Office and is derelict in her Constitutional duties. Today our
case is simple--follow the Constitution. This is the foundation of our Tribe and our country;
many of our Tribal Members have died for this.

The Chairman has taken some action and has spent millions, NOT approved by the people. This
has ripped apart the very fabric of our Constitution. They violate our Constitution, the GTC
resolutions, and withhold information because they do not want to be held accountable to the
Constitution and the Rule of Law. No man is above the law.

Only 10 days ago, the Chairwoman lied to the GTC about scheduling a "special” GTC meeting
for Frank Cornelius. I sent her a letter (as I do every month) requesting a "special" GTC meeting
(Encl-2). Also enclosed, for your information, are 2 letters I sent to her in November and
December (Encl-3 and Encl-4).

1 have faithfully followed all the published laws in my ;lttempt to obtain a "special” GTC
meeting. Let me give you a recap of milestones over the last 2 years and 4 legal petitions.

December 15, 2013. A GTC meeting was held for the sole purpose of dissolving 7 Gens. 7
Gens is a Tribal corporation established by the GTC in accordance with the Constitution. The
Constitution also has a provision in the charter regarding how to dissolve such corporations.
There are several ways in which the GTC (the supreme law of the Tribe) can dissolve such
corporations. A vote was taken. The GTC voted, with a wide margin, to dissolve 7 Gens (Encl-
5). They chose NOT to do so.

December 17, 2013. The Chairman issued a Memorandum stating "he" will call for a GTC
meeting to reconsider the GTC December 15, 2013 Directive. He never did.

1. The Chairman acted outside his authority

2. The Chairman violated his Qath of Office

3. The Chairman's only 2 duties, according to our Constitution, are:
A. Conduct the meetings
B. Vote in case of a tie

The Chairman swore an Oath to carry out the Directives of the GTC, for whom he works (Encl-
6). 1served over 22 years in the US Marine Corps to defend the Constitution, as evidenced in
Encl-7. He never notified me, nor held any meeting with me.
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December 15, 2013. The GTC appointed Frank Cornelius (myself) to "work with the Business
Committee in the Dissolution,” in accordance with the Constitution.

The Bylaws of the Constitution "directs the official or representative to report back to the GTC
from time to time." The BC has refused to schedule a "special" meeting, giving me time to
present my report, for over 2 years.

December 24, 2013. The BC hired a one-year old management team for over $15,000.00 per
week to "restructure,” not dissolve, 7 Gens. They did not advertise or obtain 3 bids, as required
in the procurement manual. I could have hired an attorney for $15,000.00 to do the job in 30

days.

January 2014. The BC fired the 7 Gens oversight board, modified the 7 Gens Charter, changed
the Mission of 7 Gens, and only continued to re-structure 7 Gens--they did NOT dissolve 7 Gens,
as directed.

The BC lied to the GTC and said that they could not dissolve because 7 Gens was going to court.
The truth is, as a Sovereign Nation, the BC could have dissolved 7 Gens and they could litigate
for years to come.

I, as the GTC representative, contacted the Superintendent of the BIA in Ashland, Wisconsin, the
Regional Office of the BIA in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and the BIA Office in Washington, DC.
I was told it was a "Tribal" problem and that 1 should "work it out within the Tribe."

I filed suit with over 38 charges against the Chairman and the BC. The hearing body dismissed
it without a hearing. The head official was related to the defense attorney and they did not
disclose that another hearing official (non-lawyer) was fired because she lied about hiding
someone in her home whom the police were trying to serve papers on. All this time she was on
the police force. We strongly objected.

During this time, some BC member's sister and another BC member's wife were on the 7 Gens
Board. In 2013, the BC gave 7 Gens a $33,300.00 grant and a $750,000.00 loan. None of that

money has ever been paid back.

2014. My attorney was notified that we were assigned to a Tribal Court. The Defendant failed
to attend the hearing (we should have won), but the Tribal Court moved us back to the Hearing
Judge. We appealed, to no avail.

I sent a request to Congressman Reid Ribble to intercede, and have the BIA set up a "special”
GTC meeting because my freedom of speech and my freedom of the press were violated (Encl-
8). The Tribal Court again dismissed it without a hearing (2nd time).

Congress knows that when the Indians get to have their own Tribal Courts, they dismiss 38% of
the cases without a hearing. See special FAILURE 70 FROSICUTE, at end attached,
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The GTC passed a Resolution stating that no one can force another person to sign any document
in order to serve on a Committee (Encl-9). But, because I would not sign this, the BC would not
include me in any meeting to dissolve 7 Gens as the GTC directed them to do.

I paid our Tribal newspaper, the Kalihwisaks, $500.00 for a full-page ad to tell the people what is
going on in 7 Gens. They refused me and returned my money (Encl-10). I notified the
Chairman and the BC, but they did nothing.

I sent a letter to my Congressman and he had the Congressional Research Service review it. On
June 19, 2014, they said "it appears Frank as a member of the Oneida Tribe has a right to free
speech.” I gave the BC a copy and they did nothing (Encl-11).

Our Tribal Attorney stated that 7 Gens was collateralizing all of our money in banks and that 7
Gens was then using that to obtain loans. She also said 7 Gens was borrowing money and
waiving "Sovereign immunity.” All of this is against our Constitution.

In March 2014, the Chairman lied to the GTC by saying he would visit Frank in Arizona (Encl-
12). He never did do that.

In 2014, the BC first plotted against me, then they lied to the GTC about my papers being
submitted too late for the GTC meeting.

The Chairman almost always stops freedom of speech at all the GTC meetings by telling them to
SHUT up, SIT down, SHUT off the microphones, and calling security to remove the people who
are trying to talk.

The BC knows about the unauthorized donation to the Mayor of Green Bay (Encl-13). They do
nothing about it because the Tribal Treasurer's and the Vice-Chairman's wives were on the 7

Gens Board.

On November 6, 2015, the ranking member of Homeland Security and Government Affairs
Subcommittee on Federal Spending and Emergency Management said she was concerned about
ONEIDA's possible violations of Federal Laws (Encl-14).

Now)ember 10, 2015. The Green Bay Press Gazette reported that US Senator Tammy Baldwin is
asking for an investigation into 7 Gens' connection to Green Bay Box $1.1 million loan and
another $2 million loan to 7 Gens from WEDA (Encl-15).

The BC is treating the GTC as the enemy. The BC has violated my Constitutional Rights of Free
Speech and Free Press. The BC has violated the ONEIDA Constitution by not scheduling a
"special" GTC meeting for me in over 2 years--the Constitution only requires 50 qualified voters
to call a "special” GTC meeting (Encl-16). The Tribal Court will not answer me. The BC will
not follow their Oaths. Because of these issues, I respectfully request that you direct the BIA to
intercede in my behalf and correct these grave injustices.
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It seems that the Tribal Attorney and the BC are imposing new criteria on me and are trying to
fight me only in the BC meetings, so they can figure out how to stop me. Any new regulation is
EX-POST-FACTO and not in accordance with the Constitution or the Indian Civil Rights Act.

Now the BC has re-hired Mr. King (he was kicked off 7 Gens by the BC in 2014) to manage 7
Gens. We are continuing to lose money. Even our attorney has told the BC "there is no reason
why my report and my 4 Resolutions cannot be presented to the GTC." The BC still, as of
January 12, 2016, has refused to schedule a "special” GTC meeting for me, as the GTC
Representative. The BC works for us.

Congress has established the Reservation. USC 38 spells out how the Tribe is governed.
Congress has the fiduciary responsibility to correct this injustice, and I feel that Congress can
reduce or abolish the Tribe.

Will you please provide for me (at no cost to me) a solicitor so I can take this to the Federal
Court and prosecute all involved, even the Chairman, in accordance with Mann vs. US
Department of the Interior?

Sincerely,

Frank L. Cornelius
GTC Representative to
Dissolve 7 Gens

Encls
cc: file

Senator T. Baldwin
BIA
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 ONEIDA TRIBE OF INDIANS OF WISCONSIN

- OATH OF OFFICE
¢ - for the | o

. “I, name, swear to uphold the laws and regulations of the Oneida
- Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, the Oneida Constitution and the
Oneida General Tribal Council. I will perform my duties to the best
of my ability and on behalf of the Oneida people with honor, dig-
nity, and sincerity.

| Imllcattyomdledumsandmsponsibﬂmzsofd:zOnetdaBum-
 ness Committee to protect the people, land, resources and treaty
ngh:sofdchnudaTﬁbc,anderﬂabt&ebydzedmonsofdm
General Tribal Council”

Daudtbisdateda]qmmb]m

CENCL-1
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January 7, 2§

Chairwemen Danforth: -

It is over two (?) years now since I have reguested to have your office
gchedual a "3Speclal® GIC meeting for me so I can present my report on
7 gens. I have reguested this in accordance with the Constitutuon.

Websters Dictionary defines "LIE"™ as: i
1. A Tagsehood uttered or acted to deceive
2. Anvthing which deceives

You lied at last nights G?C meeting (Janb, 2016) when you "It is because
of Franks thaveling that vou could not schedule a GTC meeting for hinm".
T have told many times to set up a meeting and just let me know and I
will attend. T have written you almost every mnnth +this year.

You lisd when you said Frank did not have all his paper work in on the
Julu 2015 Business Committee meeting”. I have vour date stampon my resoulat-
ions, First on June 26, 2015 and again as proof of my resubmitting all she

same papers, Your office was again date stampted July 22, 2015

You lied in 2014 when yoﬁr office said I was late in submittingall of my
papers. "You and the BC and the Chairman plotted to say that I missed the

daad~line", '

You lied when you swore an OATH to "dissolve 7 Gens as directed by the
@a ©. C. You took action to only "restructure” you changed 7 Gens Charter,
and you re-hired MKr. Xing to manage 7 Gens again.

Cnly 3 months ago the atiorney gave you their opinion saying "There is no
reason this resoulations cannot be presented to the GIC, in 2015,

Flease schedule a "special" GTC meeting for me, as the GTC's representativy,
as soon as poséible-{allowing 30 days to send out my information to all of
our trihal members) and let me know., I want only to report and present

L resoulations to the GTC to be voted on, in accordance with our tribal
constitution. YWrite to me and let me know why you are holding this up.

3top lieing ang follow & he Constitution,

Sincerely;
WM

F.L. Cornelius
GTC representative to
dissoclve 7 Gens

fyeL -+
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MEMORANDUM

.,

TO! Onada Business COmmuttee

FROM: Patty Hoeft, Tribal Secretary _ '

DATE: December 15, 2013 &,
RE: AchonrepartforGecma!Tnbaijncﬁspwaimee&ngDec 15, 2013 .

TheOneﬁdaGerWTnbatCoumlmetSunday Dacember 15, 2013madulycdiednmetmgwim1875regisheredmbal
membersmamdamean 15 p.m. The meeting was at the Radisson Hotel and Conference Center, 2040 Airport Dr.,
Ashwaubenon, W! IocatedonﬂmeOnetdalndtanRawvauon Lmadbelowmmeacnonstakenatﬁwmeeung

B B mmmmmammwmmm

2. Opening snd announcements
Chairman Ed Deigado called meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. with 1,890 members in attendance. Council member Paui

Ninham gave the opening.

3. Adoption of the agenda '
a. ApproveattendamemmeetngofreprmentahvesmmmreyandPuuenmwmgwemeﬁnanc:alanatysss

mregam!mthepemion

MmMmbyankCMusbadopttheagmdamdtobeaﬂowed 16 mmutestogtvehtspresemauon uninterrupted,
‘seconded by Kathy Mauritz. Motion approved by a show of hands.

AmndmenttomemammohonbmiaDanfonhwaleMcGladrey&Puﬂentogwemesrﬁnancaalanatystsofpehhon

MobonbyJohnOmtoﬁxmehmtoadpummmfﬂmzﬁpm wm:zmnutesspeakerumekmfesandwmnutesfw
presefitations, seoondedbyMattJohnm iby a b :
1392 '

Call by Mike Debraska to appeal the decision of the Chairman. Appeal falled &

4. New Business
a. Petitioner Frank Comelius: General Tribal Council directs the Business Committee to dissolve the Oneida

Savaenemt»onsCorporauonbasedonmwwomoesMa:chzmaﬁndmgmattheOSGC'soomoratecharter
identifies that the shareholder (i..e. the Tribe), as represented by the Oneida Business Committee, can dissolve

the oorporahon {petition submilted 7/6/13)

Motion byCathyL Mxmwmmmcommtorswmwmmmm@

s. Adioummcnt

GTCDec 15, 2013specialmeeﬁngactvonrepon
- Page1of1

f/\/c,/, 5



B I’ﬁhe of Indmm of Wxscam tixe Qnmda Constitution an
Oneida General Tribal Coumdil. I will perfon my gmm to the best
of my ability and on behalf of the Oneida people with honos, dig-
nity, and sincerity. | ~

I&mdm?mﬁ&ﬂhﬁﬂwdﬂ@mﬁkﬁuwfémGth&m,
 ness Committee to protect the people, land, resources and treaty
: nghzs c»f the Gneiéa’rrxbe and I will abide by the decisions of the

Duend mwmm

Reazmt, tels

g T - a%gffmﬁwf%m o

. ENCL-6




| ot mmgsmngnﬁm OF THE 114 - CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

* IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday,‘April 28, 2015

- RECOGNIZING FRANK CORNELIUS FOR HIS SERVICE TO OUR
o COUNTRY

'MR. RIBBLE, of Wisconsin, Mr. ‘Sp’e’aker,_ 1 recentiy had the opp‘oi’tunity to
visit “Frank and Nancy's Marine Corps Museum” in De Pere, Wisconsin.

At the museum, I met Frank Cornelius, a 22-year Marine Corps veteran who
seemed to do everything in twos. Frank was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant
two times: First, in 1953 during Korea, and again in 1962 during Vietnam,
He served two tetms as a Drill Instructor: First, in San Diego, CA, and then
in Parris Island, SC. Frank served two wars: First, in Korea and then, in
Vietnam. He served in two different units, the infantry for the first 10 years
and the air wing for the second. Frank was also an instructor two times:
First in Division School in Camp Pendleton, CA, and second in electronics
at the Naval Air Technical Training Center in Memphis, TN,

Frank Cornelius has won many awards in recognition of his outstanding
achievements. He received 2nd place in the West Coast Regional Technique
of Instruction Competition in 1958 in the “Sergeant and Below” category.
More recently, he was named a National Heritage Fellow on September 17,

- 2008 by the National Endowment for the Arts.

I urge anyone who comes to the area to visit Frank and his wife, Nancy, at
their museum for a personal tour. There, you will find a patriotic veteran's
- personal contribution to his community and a very interesting story of the
past. | , '




St F

.r‘amam (351 A{:RKML’WF’E .
CsuscomanTrEES: -
"oassmam&‘éks?tv At Foatsrav
’ Lmzs*ﬂd: Dawmy, akp PouLTRY
"‘{}?AMITTEE on THE BUDGET
‘»ON?‘R PQW'A
ANBW:-RB«SWCTURE
i;ecowms:s
- Avavion

- BeGN WEivase AVENLE - & & : .  atiaoags, FRELINES
5%“'.1 %Avem - | } T S : M«az\maus%.m.. '

Gk Bay, W1 54305 S R Warsh RESOURCES AnG EM/IRORMENT
FuoNE (SR} 3711980 - ' S S A ST . o , .

 June 19,2014
' Frank Comelios

N6126 County Road E
| v:De?m’WI>54}IS-8558 o

o haweVer, he wouid need ta seek relief ) ¢
to interpret ICRA and the tribai ¢

thet questions, please do not hesitate to contact my

~ Thope this mformatm is helpfu} If ycm have ¢ any
o 0fﬁceai926-471 1950

Si'r;cieffély,-

Reid J. Ribble
Member of Congress
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- P.O.Box 365 « MMSI"SS
me Fax: 920-809-4040

. )3\'&97 GTC Resolution 11-15-08-A°
: Nonfuﬂdeathlny Information

the Oneida General Tribal Comnsugdulymmdgomwyofm
Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, and |

5 f

the Oneida General Tribal Council has been delegawd the authomy of Article IV,
Secﬁonlofmccnexda Tribal Constitution, and

Whereas, the Oneida Business Committee may be delegated duties and rcspoasxbxlmcs by
: the Oneida General Tribal Council and is at all times subject to the review powers
oftheOne:daGenera!’I‘nbﬂ Council, and -
Whereas,  the Oneida Constitution and Btll of Rights is supreme, and
Whereas, ﬁeedomofwzsgmnmﬁwndlofmghn

Nwwm&ltwﬁwmmmmmmmy force an Oneida

wmm«wmmmbawkwpmﬁommmwmbmmfommm
' - ment in order {0 serve on 8

eommxme, boud or cemmsdon of the Omdu ‘l‘nbe
CERTIFICATION

I, themdemMasSmtaryofﬂwOneldanmCommmee berebycemfythatme()nelda
‘ GemrdTndemmdmmnwﬂhaqwmofl%mb&spmﬂatameﬂmgduly
called, noticed and held on the 15® day of November 2008, that the foregoing resolution was
dﬂywwdnwhmmmbyammmmvmof&mmmtmﬂd\mwdmmmhas
" not been rescinded or amended in any way.

et

Patricia Hoeft, Tribal Secretary
ONEIDA BUSINESS COMMITTEE -

ENEL-T
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HiONE (920) 471-1990

June 19, 2014

Frank Comnelius
N6126 County Road E
¢ Pere; WI'541 15-8558 o

¢ Tidtlin Civil Rights Act (KCRA)
govemment shall (1) make or enfo_r j

' however, he wonld nee 1 to seek re]xef in tnbai court:

to interpret ICRA and the tnbal co 18 tltuﬁon

hier questions, please do not hesitate to contact my

1 hope this mformatzon 1s helpful I ”yon haVe any i
office at 92()-47 1- 1950 SR :

Sm'cerely,

Reid ). Ribble
Member of Congress

 RJReepb
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PHOTOS BY KYLE BURSAW/PRESS GAZETTE MEDIA -
lgate Zone for an NFC championship game pep rally on Thursday night in Green Bay. ’

.. The Tundra Drum'
. Line performs -
' during Thursday
= night’s pep rally
‘outside Lambeau

‘estimated 300+ -

Nt dta e e e A dn thate W A’ A dedde Y adead

INTACT FOR REMATCH

Field. An

fans turned out
for the eventin
advance of

Sunday’s NFC /-—NC,L /g

. Genera-

ing into a -
‘race for. o
- re-elec- Schmitt

2,000
to his
donors B

\/Iﬂwaukee Co
prosecutors may
look at reports
By Scott Cooper W:l!lamsv{ ’

Press-Gazette Medla o

Green Bay Mayor Jlm_ ’
Schmitt’s campaign has
returned $2,000 in dona- -
tions in an effort to clear -

up possible discrepancies B

now éxpected to be re-
viewed by Mxlwaukee’ -
County prosecutors -
Schmitt’s’ campa1 n
has filed updated reports. -
with the city clerk’s office
indicating donations were
returned to Oneida Seven ,

t1ons L

porters.
Head-

tion, ~ the

mayor's campaign re-
porting has come under
scrutiny by Green Bay al-

dermen who cite possible
legalities i in some of thejv

donations. :

Reports going back to
Schmitt’s successful 2011
campaign appeared toin-

- clude somedonationsthat
exceeded a$1,040 limiton

individual - contributions,

and others that came"

from busmesses Whmh ls
not allowed.
Brown County D1stnct :

» See MAYOR, A10



TAMMY BALDWIN COMSUTYERS:

WISCONSIN APPROPRIATIONS
Anited Dtates Senate AL EpUCATION,
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 HOMLLAND SECURFTY -
AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFARS

November 6, 2015

The Honorable Loretta Lynch
United States Attorney General
Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20530

Attorney General Lynch,

I write to bring to your attention letters from two members of the Wisconsin Legislature and
several members of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin alleging possible violations of
federal law in the handling of loans extended by the Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation (WEDC). Some of the alleged improper activity involves federal funds provided to
WEDC through the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA).

As ranking member of the Senate Homeland Security and Government Affairs Subcommittee on
Federal Spending Oversight and Emergency Management, I am particularly concerned by the
suggestion that federal taxpayer dollars may have been utilized in an inappropriate and possibly
criminal manmer. The actions alleged in these letters are concerning and merit prompt review by
the Department of Justice. Please respond in writing to this letter and to these two constituent
requests as soon as possible.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely.

FINCL- /Y
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.- tion sergeant besten by an in.

Tn o ‘cases going u:nheard
E.S a gmwmg fear, reahty
- across ihe U S

: Wmmw?-??m l.‘

Nn!ﬁichﬂn,\hﬁdtmmﬁ ?
o the fevel of a aime. For ex- .
ampie, the Injuries of a daten

a mateweren‘tsenmenough

Denmsx.lurke, u.s, Amﬁxmmmdmmmmam(mm
' ,meemxmdnAnwmpoﬁmofmeNavajouammmmlmm

Mexico and Utah, fzderalpmeutorsdeckmdtﬁtﬂkeﬂmes&ﬁngadm-monﬁxpem

odiastyearanAmaatedeu edew found, Mali York/AP

The Jushce Departnwnt has r?ported t}mt the crimme
' mtes experienced lry Native Asnericans are two and a
- half times higher than those experienced by the
&eneral population, and that violent crime happenson
irzbal Itmdsat o raie of 101 per 1, Oﬂapemns. '
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SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2011

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.
— There was swelling on
 the little girl's skull and

‘hemorrhages arouad her

brain. There was a tear

between her right ear and
. ;g‘alp:,‘l’he scars on her
- sistent with burns from a

_‘Bpage. heater, a eurling

" iron and hot noodles.

The niother said she

- had accidentally rolled
over onto her daughter in

 bed, ‘smuothering her, The

medical examiner con-
cluded that the brown-

eyed toddler with the

wavy dark hair bad been
beaten, -declaring her
death 2 homicide.
 Had 2.year-cld Kiara
Harvey died elsewhere,
the case likely would
ee died by the

county sheriff, or police:

‘and the local distriet at-
torpey.

But Kiara was & Navajo
and ghe lived on the ex-
Pansive Navajo Nation.

. On tribal fands omon-
efal prosecutions ey Lo .

to serious penalties for
major crimes iavolving
Native Americans. Those
prosecutors, however, end
up declining to pursue
: of the cases national-
Y- ‘

“No one speaks for that
baby,” said Bernadine
Martin, the Navajo Na-
tion’s chief prosecuior,
“It's OK to kill her and go
on because prosecutors
apparently don’t want to
put a little more effort
into investigations.” .

- In the Arizona potrtion
of the Navajo Nation,
which also stretches into
New Mexico and Utah,
Kiara's case was one of 37
that federal prosecutors
declined t5 take during a
nine-month period last
year, an Associated Press
review found.,

y were con-

Among all tribes in Ari-
Zona during the same pe
riod, there were 122 such
cases, The_wembelming

majority were alleged nex -

crimes that incloded repe

and abusive sexual con- .
tact, followed by assauts.

Nineteen cases involv.ng
_ deaths were rejected.
The avalysis found the
reasons to.be both compli-
cated and frastratingly
similar, and perhaps as
- exasperating to federal
P 3 &3 they ar: to
tribal suthorities. They
cited poor evidenc
lyctast

Foderal . puthorities

“want t prosscute tiv: in.
i ; they want to pet

- B Stiff sentence, they
want to gu t0 trial, so de.
clining it ia tough,” said

-Arizona U.8. Attorney

Dennis Burke, whose f-
fice issned the Jetter suy-

ing that it would not take

the Kiara Harvey case.
“It's not a process that
leavey anyone with any

comfort,” he said, _
Whatever tho reasons,
no ofe disputes that many
‘Deoble suspected of vio-
lent crimes are walking
free on reservations, or
are lightly - punishad
-under trib

and tribal courts czn

guarautee that defendants

get legal aid,

The Arizona letters pro-
vide a window into s
much larger government
study of Department of

Justice records in which

S0 percent of the 9,000
cases filed from tribsl
lands during fiscal years

declined.

. cient admissible - evi.

dence; 18 percent to *nyg

federal offense ‘evident,”

- and another 12 percent tc.

witness problems,

In the Arizonz Teview,
the reasdus — many cases
Cite more than ope —

. 59 per'cent cited insuf-
ficient oy inadmizssible ev-
idence. That could mean

. from inferior in.
vestigations by law en-
forcement to inadequate

* 27 percent cited wit.

-, ———

¢, Te-
des30s and ju- -

lagu- that _ ‘

include witnesses recanti-
g, being viewed as not
credible, or simply disap-
pearing. ‘

» 16 percent cited & lack
of jurisdiction, which can

- speak to. the level of a

crime. For éxaimpie, the
injuries of a detention

- sergeant beates by an in-

mate weren’t serious
enough to be a federal
e,

The Government Ac-
countability Office’s
study was published after
a change in federal law

lest summer mesnt to bol-

ster justice on tribal

lands. The report was
produced at the behest of

the U.S. Senate Commit-
tee on Indian Affairs led
by thén-Sen. Byror Dot-
gan, D-N.D, ‘ ‘
Former U.S. attorneys
testified that reservation
cases often were not

~treated as a priority, Dor-

gan gaid in an interview
before the bill was
passed. “In many cases, it
didn’t get done. The re-
w=nlt ie that violent ori

Soiclaaey i S
commit rhfm don’t get

DOJ officials don’t like

- being measured by dec- .

lnation rates. _
“Unfortunately, feder-

al declination numbers -
on face value, without

full context, are not an
appropriate measure of
whether justice was
served,” DOJ spokes.
womar Jessica Smith

~ 8aid. The numbers dop't

capture the reasons
cases are rejected and

miss those that are Pros-

ecuted outside the feder-
al system, she said,

The declination rate
for other federal cases,
which can include ter-
rorism, epvironmental
violations or corrugition,
i8 not directly applicable
sinoe they are so differ.
ent from the types of
cases on tribal lands,
said David Maurer, who
helped author the GAO
study. e

‘The Justice Depari-
Ment has reported that
the crime rates experi-
enced by Native Amer;-
cans are two and a half
times higher than those
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experienced by the gen-
eral population, and that
violent crime happens
on tribal lands at'a rate
of 101 per 1,000 persons.
_ Federal prosecttors in
South Dakota and Ari-
zona had the largest
namber of cases report-
ed on tribal lands. Each
cemprised some 24 per-
cent of the total natioual
caselxad, aceording to
the GAQ report.

Arizona bhas-12 federal-
1y recogpized fribes,

. with the Navajo Nation
" being the largest in pop-
_ulation and land ‘area. -

Federal prosecutors re-

- celved 2,538 cases and

declined 38 percent of
them. South Dakota has
seven federally recog-
nized Native American
tribes, including the
wellkmown Oglala Siouz
at Pine Ridge and Raose-
bud 8ioux at Rosebud. .
Federal prosecutoers
there received 2,414
cases, déclining 631 per-
cent,

Brendan Johnson, the
U.S. attorney for Soath

- Dakota, said a lack of

maspower makes it
more difficult to investi-
gate and prosecute
cases. “We need more

- police officers, We need

more investigators,” he

said. .

. Johngon said a lack of

collaboration between

tribes and federal prose-

cutors is also to blame.
In the Navajo Nation

 capital of Window Rock,

the Navaja prosecutor
keeps the Kisra Harvey
case rejection letter in a
red folder op ber clut- .
tered desk. The letter
offers details of Kiara's
death in Cove, 145 miles
to the north, op June 6,
2008: :

Kiars woke up early
that morning, crying,

" and followed ber father
‘into the Hving reom as
he was leaving for work,

An aunt said he picked
up the gir]l wearing &
shirt, diaper and socks
and took her to a bed-
room where her mother
and sister were sleeping,

, her mother tried
to wake her around 8:30
8.;m;, Kiara was cold to
the touch and her bedy
was stiff, according. to

initial report by trib-
al police — who arrived



. 3 mmutes after the
othcr cal!ed The ofﬁ-
. 278 wrote that they saw -

. o sighs of fout play, but:
-oted bruising and -

nrnsonherbod

- New Mexlco medical' _»

xaminer “Ross Re-

shard, whase offme was ..
- losest to Cove, ruled
ut the mother's asser-
fon that she had acci- . E
lentally smotbered the .

shild. The -girl was

‘beaten by assailant(s),”

te reported, But be said
1e couldn’t rule out that
-he child was with her -
lather at the time she N

was fatally msured
Kiara’s ‘parenis T
onger live together bt

naintato contact for th

:ake of their childre;

" 18p mother, Norena Jo:

iaid in a'phonhe jate:

riew, She declined t = § -

_ alk abgut. her daugh
. er's death.

.. . Both parents denie.
 my abuse, according &
’BI records obtained b: -

he AP as part of a Pree

lom of Informatxon Ac &

egquest. -
Burke, the U.8, attor-

1ey in Arizona, wouldn't .
18y when his office re-
:eived the case from the
'BI, but the boreau’s
'ecoxﬂs show that it was

nore than 19 months

ifter Kiara’s death. FBI
tgents — along with .3
hose from the Bureau -
of Indian Affaire — con-

luct most of the federal
nvesuganons on tr:bal
ands.

“You ha,ve i simanon
vhere the anly two peo
sl¢.in the room are the -
sareqts, and being able to

:ay we have:enough on

me as opposed to the
ither, that has to be real-
y solid,” Burke said “Tt
§ really a distarbing situ-
ition, but it Just doesn’t
fet you a convictiom ”

i" -
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